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DEAR  SIR, 

The  numerous  opportunities  which 
1 have  had  of  experiencing  your  friendship 
since  I first  had  the  honour  of  your  ac- 
quaintance, could  not  fail  to  impress  me 
with  feelings  of  gratitude  the  most  lasting 
and  sincere — feelings  which  have  progres- 
sively gained  strength,  as  growing  years 
have  tended  to  develop  the  mind  and 
light  up  a recollection  of  its  former  ob- 
ligations. To  you,  Sir,  I am  indebted 
for  the  foundation  of  wdiatever  surgical 
knowledge  I have  acquired ; and  most 
probably,  the  present  undertaking  owes 
its  birth  to  your  example  of  unremitting 
perseverance  in  philosophical  inquiries. 

These,  Sir,  are  strong  incentives  for 
dedicating  to  you  the  following  pages,  as 
a tribute  of  respect  for  your  person  and 
your  character : but  when  I call  to  mind 
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the  extent  of  your  justly  famed  genius 
and  professional  acquirements,  I must 
confess  it  is  with  some  degree  of  diffi- 
dence that  I couple  with  your  name  a 
work  whose  doctrines  have  yet  to  under- 
go the  ordeal  of  criticism,  and  thereby 
have  affixed  to  them  the  important  seal 
of  public  opinion  ; whether  conveyed  in 
the  universal  murmur  of  censure,  or  the 
more  agreeable  tone  of  approbation.  Be 
this  decision  as  it  may,  Sir,  I shall  feel 
solaced  by  your  noticing  my  humble 
efforts  to  investigate  a subject  confessed- 
ly as  mysterious  as  it  is  important.  But 
a little  philosophy,  in  addition  to  this 
consideration,  will  reconcile  me  to  my 
fate — even  should  it  be  that  of  falling 
with  greater  personages. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  very  humble  Servant, 

THE  AUTHOR. 


93,  Jermyn  Street, 
St.  James’s. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The  various  reports  which  have  been 
handed  down  to  us,  at  different  times, 
respecting  the  date  and  origin  of  the 
venereal  disease , are  characterized  by  as 
much  contrariety  of  opinion  as  the  na- 
ture and  treatment  of  the  disease  itself. 
Happily,  however,  the  former  part  of 
the  subject  bears  but  little  comparative 
importance  to  that  of  the  latter ; and  this 
circumstance,  were  it  not  for  the  sake  of 
form,  would  have  induced  me  to  pass 
over  that  part  of  the  subject,  without 
even  a comment;  as  it  is,  I shall  not 
weary  my  readers  by  tedious  or  unsatis- 
factory disquisition. 


a 


VI 


INTRODUCTION. 


Pinctor,  for  example,  says,  that  the 
venereal  disease  certainly  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  1483,  or  1484,  and  that  in 
Italy ; and  in  France,  in  the  years  1493 
and  1494,  it  spread  widely  as  an  epidemic. 
Whilst  Astruc  *,  on  the  contrary,  who 
is  seconded  in  opinion  by  many  others, 
gives  the  following  definition  : 

“ JLuem  veneream  ab  anno  1494,  ad 
annum  1496,  Europce  primum  innotuisse. 

“ Luem  veneream  quce  ex  Hispaniola , 
oriunda  est , ab  Hispaniolis  ad  Neapoli- 
tanos , ab  utrisque  ad  Gallos , demum  ab 
his  tribus  ad  cceteris  Europce , imo  pie - 
rosque  Asice  et  Africce  populos  quasi  ex 
traducce  propagatum  fuisse , reperiri  tamen 
sub  zona  torrida  regiones  alias , in  quibus 
lues  eadem  vernacula  et  endemia  fuisse 
videatur .” 

* Vide  Astruc  de  Morbis  Venereis.  Caput  II. 
et  XIII.  for  an  almost  endless  collection  of  reports 
upon  this  subject. 
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The  more  rational  and  accredited  ac- 
counts agree,  that  a disease,  previously 
unknown,  began  to  spread  itself  in  Bar- 
celona immediately  after  the  arrival  of 
Christopher  Columbus  from  St.  Domingo, 
in  1493;  and  Spanish  troops  being  sent 
to  Naples,  against  the  French,  who  were 
besieging  that  city,  the  year  after,  com- 
municated the  disease  to  the  sister  coun- 
tries. 

We  learn  that  the  disease  was  so 
veiy  prevalent  in  France  in  1497,  that  it 
was  deemed  necessaiy  to  levy  a fine  of 
sixty  francs  on  any  one  detected  with  it. 
At  this  period  it  was  both  epidemical 
and  contagious  : its  destructive  progress 
was  then  rapid,  and  often  suddenly  fatal; 
and  such  was  the  alarm  excited  by  this 
new  and  extraordinary  disease,  in  the 
above  year,  both  in  Edinburgh  and  in 
Paris,  that  laws  were  enacted,  ordaining 
that  all  persons  labouring  under  it,  who 
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did  not  immediately  repair  to  houses  of 
recovery,  appropriated  exclusively  to 
the  treatment  of  the  complaint,  would 
be  punished,  in  the  latter  city  with 
death,  and  in  the  former  with  the  brand 
of  a hot  iron. 

From  all  this,  it  is  evident  the  disease 
has  very  much  changed  in  its  nature  and 
form.  Indeed,  no  one,  I believe,  in  the 
present  day,  except  a Roman  Catholic 
priest,  whose  creed  stands  in  judgment 
against  his  venereal  offences,  will  say  it 
can  be  communicated  in  any  way  but  by 
actual  contact.  Like  many  of  the  more 
violent  poisons,  venereal  matter,  if  taken 
into  the  stomach  or  injected  into  the  in- 
testines, is  quite  inert. 

Originally,  my  object,  in  the  treatment 

i 

of  chancres,  was  expedition  and  security 
against  relapse  ; but  it  now  becomes  im- 
perative to  inquire  whether  mercury,  in 
any  form,  be  at  all  necessary  for  the 
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cure  of  the  venereal  disease : and,  se- 
condly, should  it  be  proved  that  it  is 
possible  to  cure  every  form  of  the  com- 
plaint without  the  administration  of  mer- 
cury, whether  this  medicine  be  not  still 
the  most  advisable,  quickly  to  relieve 
the  patient  from  all  the  miseries  attend- 
ant upon  a malady  resembling,  or  being 
in  itself  syphilitic.  To  succeed  in  this 
investigation,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
take  a pretty  extensive  view  of  all  that 
has  been  said  and  done,  as  relates  to  the 
disease,  since  the  epoch  at  which  this 
disgusting  scourge  to  mankind  first 
made  its  appearance  up  to  the  present 
era  of  our  discussions  : with  these  ex- 
ceptions, then,  to  original  intention,  and 
the  arguments  which  necessarily  arise 
out  of  a discussion  of  them,  my  grand 
object  will  be  still  to  establish  the  safest 
and  most  expeditious  mode  of  curing 
syphilitic  ulcers  or  chancres  upon  the 
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genitals,  drawing  my  conclusions  from 
analogy,  experience,  and  experiment. 

In  the  early  part  of  1818,  I offered 
to  the  public  some  observations  on  the 
subject  of  venereal  ulcers,  treated  by 
large  doses  of  the  submuriate  of  mer- 
cury ; but  at  that  period,  arguing  more 
from  analogy  than  from  experience,  and 
being  unknown  in  the  medical  world,  I 
could  but  expect  they  would  share  the 
common  fate.  They  were  not  the  ipse  dixit 
of  a man  whose  reputation  had  stamped 
his  very  words  as  law.  Thus,  with  few 
exceptions,  the  practice  was  confined  to 
myself,  where  perhaps  it  might  have 
dwindled  into  that  forgetfulness  which 
heretofore  was  the  common  grave  of  re- 
search, were  I not  roused  by  the  conflict 
which  at  present  agitates  the  minds  of 
our  first  observers  upon  the  venereal 
disease.  We  do  not  recollect  a period 
at  which  an  opinion  upon  this  subject 
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could  be  attended  with  so  much  risk  as 
the  present ; and  yet  assuredly  none  at 
which  an  unbiassed  and  rational  one 
could  merit  more  serious  attention.  The 
latter  idea  has  prevailed  with  me;  I, 
therefore,  can  have  no  greater  or  better 
plea  for  entering  the  field  with  my  co- 
temporaries. 

In  my  inquiries  into  the  nature  of 
the  disease,  I may  be  accused  of  unne- 
cessarily retracing  my  steps  in  the 
beaten  path.  Here  I would  observe, 
that  reference  and  comparison  are,  per- 
haps, the  only  sure  beacons  whereby  to 
avoid  the  doctrmal  wreck  of  my  prede- 
cessors ; and  thus  cautiously  direct  my- 
self to  that  delicate  ground  upon  which 
I may  hereafter  venture. 
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ON  THE 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


Mr.  John  Hunter,  that  great  improver 
of  surgical  science,  supposed  that  no 
constitution,  or  part,  could  be  affected 
with  two  diseases  at  the  same  time  ; but 
the  reverse  of  this  opinion  has  been 
repeatedly  proved  of  late  years  : indeed, 
we  need  not  go  further  to  be  satisfied  of 
this,  than  recollect  that  the  febrile  ac- 
tion which  usually  arises  from  the  ope- 
ration of  mercury,  is  of  a very  different 
nature  to  the  disease  for  which  that 
medicine  had  been  given.  I have  seen 
the  epidemic  cholera  of  India,  for  example, 
attack  patients  whilst  under  the  influence 
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of  mercury  for  the  cure  of  chronic  dy- 
sentery. Here  then  was  an  instance  of 
three  diseases  in  the  same  person,  at  the 
same  time  ; and  such  occurrences  are  by 
no  means  uncommon. 

Upon  the  same  erroneous  principle, 
Mr.  Hunter  supposed  that  gonorrhoea  and 
chancre  were  mere  modifications  of  the 
same  complaint  *,  depending  simply  on 

* It  is  usual  to  consider  chancres  as  differing  from 
lues  venerea,  or  confirmed  syphilis,  in  the  following 
respect ; namely,  that  whenever  any  form  of  the  dis- 
ease, not  gonorrhoea  or  chancre,  makes  its  appearance, 
it  obtains  the  appellation  of  lues  venerea,  or  syphilis. 
But,  referring  to  the  derivation  of  the  words  lues 
venerea,  this  distinction  is  not  comprehended ; and,  if 
traditional  origin  be  entitled  to  attention,  any  thing  in 
the  form  of  venereal  may  properly  enough  be  termed 
syphilis,  or  lues  venerea.  Thus,  then,  we  have  sy- 
philis and  lues  distinguished  from  chancres,  and  gonor- 
rhoea out  of  usage  in  speaking  and  writing  only ; for 
certainly  the  state  of  chancres,  or  gonorrhoea,  as  far  as 
derivation  goes,  might  be  termed  either  syphilis  or  lues, 
although  the  reverse  of  this  would  not  apply.  Altoge- 
ther it  were  better  if  we  had  names  expressive  of  the 
state ; but  my  object  in  noticing  the  inadequacy  of 
the  prevailing  terms,  is  merely  that  I may  not  be  mis- 
understood in  the  general  application  of  them. 
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the  nature  of  the  parts  to  which  the 
poison  had  been  applied ; and  in  support 
of  the  stability  of  his  position  in  that 
opinion,  alludes  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  venereal  poison  was  first  communi- 
cated to  Otaheite ; adding,  that  had  the 
original  disease  been  chancre,  the  penis 
must  have  been  destroyed  by  so  long  a 
voyage  *.  It  is  well  known,  that  chancres, 
if  neglected,  frequently  cause  great  de- 
struction of  parts ; but  it  should  also  be 
recollected,  that  there  is  no  definite  time 
for  the  healing  of  them,  and  that  sores 
on  the  penis  may  remain  open  for 
months,  the  patient  taking  mercury  all 
the  time,  but  keeping  the  disease  in 
check  only,  in  consequence  of  exposure 

* it  is  a well  known  fact,  that  in  the  country  parts 
of  Scotland,  a disease  named  sibbens , but  which  in 
truth  is  syphilis,  has  been  transferred  from  generation 
to  generation  since  the  days  of  Oliver  Cromwell  up  to 
the  present  period,  and  without  even  an  instance  being 
recorded  of  gonorrhoea  appearing  from  it. 
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to  air  and  exercise,  at  the  same  time 
drinking  and  living  freely. 

I have  had  patients  in  whom  the  dis- 
ease did  not  appear  till  after  a lapse  of 
eight  or  nine  weeks  from  the  time  of  ex- 
posure : such  cases  are,  however,  rard, 
and  occur  chiefly  in  hot  climates,  in  the 
persons  of  debilitated  men : a circum- 
stance which  can  only  be  accounted  for, 
by  supposing  that,  as  in  the  fevers  of 
tropical  countries,  the  most  vigorous 
constitutions  suffer  the  most  violent  and 
rapid  attacks,  and  vice  versa. 

And,  although  horrible  to  relate,  yet 
not  more  so  than  true,  there  is  a mode 
of  keeping  up  this  complaint  indepen- 
dently of  connexion  with  women  ! The 
manner,  which  I here  allude  to,  is  hap- 
pily viewed,  by  our  laws  and  morals, 
so  capitally  heinous,  that  the  practice  is 
extremely  rare  amongst  our  countrymen  ; 
yet  the  possibility  of  the  fact  must  be 
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admitted,  and  one  solitary  instance  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  establish  the 
complaint  in  this  way  at  Otaheite.  Whilst 
walking  the  public  hospitals  in  Paris,  1 
have  had  many  proofs  of  the  disease 
having  been  communicated  without  fe- 

i 

male  intercourse,  and  this  acknowledged 
by  the  disgusting  sufferers  themselves. 
Strange  to  say,  such  monsters  t 
common,  they  excite  no  further  sur 
in  the  professors  or  pupils  of  the 
than,  “ II  estun  homme  de  mauvais  g 
Females,  too,  are  to  be  met  with  here, 
bearing  marks  of  this  shocking  vice ; and, 
with  unblushing  sang  froid,  1 have  heard 
them  account  for  it,  by  saying  it  must 
have  arisen  from  the  obstinate  deter- 
mination of  an  intoxicated  husband! 

Thus,  then,  it  is  perfectly  possible  to 
communicate  the  disease  after  the  longest 
voyage;  and,  if  this  were  not  the  case, 
I would  ask  how  did  it  originate  in  the 
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first  instance  ? and  why  not  in  the  same 
manner  at  Otaheite  as  elsewhere  ? It 
must  have  had  a beginning,  and  that  in- 
dependently of  the  application  of  a spe- 
cific poison.  As  we  have  every  reason 
to  believe  contagion  may  be  generally 
traced  to  a primary  and  simple  source ; 
so  a sore,  originally  simple,  upon  the 
parts  of  generation  of  an  individual  of 
peculiar  constitution,  might  have  ac- 
quired from  neglect,  and  filthy  habits, 
such  malignity  and  poisonous  qualities 
as  to  cause  a similar  disease  in  persons 
with  whom  he  cohabited. 

An  individual  may  give  the  disease 
to  many  persons,  in  all  of  whom  it  may 
be  distinguished  by  different  degrees  of 
virulency,  depending  wholly  upon  the 
constitutions  of  the  persons  thus  affected, 
and  not  on  the  state  of  the  person  who 
originally  communicated  it. 

But,  to  return  to  Mr.  Hunter's  opi- 
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nion  of  gonorrhoea  and  chancre  being 
mere  modifications  of  the  same  com- 
plaint, I beg  to  observe,  that  the  pub- 
lic voice  to  the  contrary  would  have 
satisfied  me,  had  not  Mr.  Hunter’s  doc- 
trines, in  this  respect,  been  taken  up  by 
more  modern  authors  * ; and  here  I can- 
not avoid  remarking  upon  the  following 
sentence  : “ The  cure  of  every  venereal 
chancre,  be  it  ever  so  mild  and  simple, 
will  generally  exact  the  internal  use  of 
mercury.”  Now,  gonorrhoea  will  never 
exact  the  internal  use  of  mercury,  nor  do 
the  buboes  which  depend  on  it.  If, 
therefore,  gonorrhoea  and  chancre  be  one 
and  the  same  complaint,  I presume  it  is 
to  be  inferred  that  chancre,  being  the 
more  serious  form  of  it,  demands  the 
use  of  mercury.  Taking  this  for  granted, 
how  happens  it  that  bubo  from  gonor- 
rhoea, which,  if  this  doctrine  be  true, 


* Vide  M.  Lagneo,  Mr.  Foot,  and  others. 
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should  be  less  local  than  either  of  the 
foregoing  forms,  can  always  be  cured 
without  the  use  of  mercury  ? There  can 
be  no  answer  to  this  question ; the  dis- 
eases are  in  truth  of  a different  na- 
ture, and  require  a very  different  mode 
of  treatment. 

The  author  *,  from  whom  I have 
taken  the  sentence  quoted  above,  ac- 
knowledges the  difficulty  of  proving  by 
experiment  that  these  diseases  are  the 
same ; yet  he  insists  that  it  has  been 
proved,  and  that  one  solitary  instance  is 
sufficient  to  establish  the  fact : at  the 
same  time  attributing  the  general  failure 
of  causing  chancre  by  gonorrhoeal  matter, 
and  gonorrhoea  by  chancrous  matter,  to 
a probable  error  on  the  part  of  the  ex- 
perimentalist. This  is  one  side  of  the 
question,  and  certainly  the  lame  one. 
It  is  infinitely  more  probable,  that  when 


* Mr.  Foot, 


THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


9 


chancre  appears  to  produce  gonorrhoea, 
and  gonorrhoea  chancre,  the  matter  in 
either  case  is  mixed.  It  is  no  uncommon 
thing  for  a woman  to  give  gonorrhoea 
who  never  felt  a symptom  of  the  com- 
plaint herself.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, we  believe  the  poison  had  re- 
mained in  a quiescent  state  in  the  va- 
gina. It  is  perfectly  possible,  then,  for 
a woman  in  this  state,  having  a chancre 
or  chancres  in  addition,  to  communicate 
one  or  both  the  diseases  : hence  the  errors 
which  arise  in  consequence. 

It  often  happens,  that  gonorrhoeal  dis- 
charge causes  extensive  sores  round  the 
glans,  which  heal  up  readily  by  simple 
applications ; this  they  would  not  do  had 
they  the  power  of  inducing  chancres; 
for  in  this  state  of  things,  the  matter 
lying  on  an  abraded  surface,  real  chan- 
crous  sores  must  follow,  had  gonorrhoea, 
under  any  circumstance,  the  power  of  in- 
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during  them.  That  these  diseases  are  of 
a decidedly  different  nature,  1 refer  the 
reader  for  further  proof  to  Mr.  Benjamin 
Bell’s  very  conclusive  experiments. 

But  before  I take  leave  of  this  sub- 
ject, I beg  to  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that 
in  all  cases  of  true  venereal  chancre,  the 
disease  is  constitutional  before  it  appears 
locally  : that  is  to  say,  that  absorption 
of  the  poison  had  actually  taken  place 
previously  to  the  ulcerative  process ; and 
that  such  change  in  otherwise  healthy 
parts,  is  a proof  of  the  constitutional 
affection,  and  not  a cause  of  it.  If  this 
were  not  the  case,  we  should  have  chan- 
cres making  their  appearance  almost 
immediately  after  the  act  of  coition  with 
an  unclean  person,  and  not  at  the  expi- 
ration of  days,  or  weeks,  as  is  generally 
the  case.  After  connexion,  whether  by 
accident  or  intention,  the  matter  is  al- 
most immediately  wiped  from  the  parts: 
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since  this  is  the  case,  then,  if  absorption 
had  not  already  taken  place,  it  is  clear 
no  disease  could  follow,  the  cause  being 
entirely  removed.  When  excoriation 
takes  place  during  connexion  with  a fe- 
male labouring  under  the  disease,  and 
that  the  venereal  disposition  shortly  after 

evinces  itself,  this  is  an  exception  to  a 

» 

general  rule,  and  depends  simply  on  the 
venereal  matter  having  more  easy  access 
in  consequence  of  being  brought  in  im- 
mediate contact  with  the  absorbents, 
through  the  medium  of  an  abraded  sur- 
face. Here,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
abrasion  is  what  I would  call  a local 
complaint,  till  the  venereal  disposition 
manifested  itself ; which  latter  state  I 
would  pronounce  as  symptomatic  of  con- 
stitutional affection. 

I am  also  of  opinion,  that  no  bubo 
should  be  pronounced  venereal,  unless  it 
be  accompanied,  or  soon  after  followed, 
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by  a sore.  And  I have  both  theoretical  and 
practical  testimony  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
priety of  this  belief.  In  the  first  place, 
it  is  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  nature 
to  suppose  that  a poison,  which  is  ca- 
pable of  pervading  the  whole  system, 
and  of  inducing  a diseased  state  in  every 
part  of  the  body,  could  possibly  do  so 
without  causing  a breach  in  the  part 
upon  which  the  matter  first  operated,  and 
necessarily  passed  through — a part  too, 
which,  from  its  nature,  is  extremely  sus- 
ceptible and  delicate. 

I can  easily  conceive  the  probabi- 
lity of  the  glands  of  the  groin  be- 
coming enlarged,  prior  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a sore.  As  in  vaccination,  or 
inoculation,  for  example,  the  axillary 
glands  will  frequently  appear  inflamed 
and  enlarged  twelve  hours  after  the  ap- 
plication of  the  matter,  although  the  pus- 
tule or  pock  never  forms,  properly,  in  a 
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less  time  than  from  four  to  five  days. 
And  as  far  as  my  practical  testimony 
goes,  I can  safely  aver,  that  of  a very 
great  number  of  swellings  in  the  groin, 
without  a sore  at  the  time,  or  soon  after, 
which  have  come  under  my  observation, 

I have  never  seen  one  which  required 
mercury  for  its  removal.  I,  therefore, 
conclude,  that  when,  under  such  circum- 
stances as  these,  constitutional  symp- 
toms follow,  they  either  depend  upon  a 
certain  idiosyncrasy,  or  the  improper  and 
unnecessary  introduction  of  that  medi- 
cine ; and  even  when  by  the  use  of  mer- 
cury a disease  is  cured,  which  resisted 
other  means,  this  is  no  proof  of  its  being 
venereal.  Every  practical  man,  but  more 
particularly  those  on  board  of  ship,  must 
have  met  with  examples  similar  to  the 
following.  A slight  abrasion  is  caused 
by  a blow  upon  the  integuments  covering 
the  shin-bone,  which,  resisting  every  spe- 
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cies  of  simple  application,  runs  into  an 
inveterate,  ill-conditioned  ulcer,  so  ob- 
stinate in  its  nature,  that  nothing  will 
cure  it  till  a few  doses  of  mercury  be 
given.  Here  mercury  is  a common  al- 
ternative, yet  no  one  will  pronounce  the 
case  to  be  venereal  in  consequence. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  mercury  be 
given  to  cure  constitutional  symptoms 
attributable  to  a simple  or  suspicious 
swelling,  and  that  these  symptoms  be- 
come aggravated,  as  will  frequently  be 
the  case  ; we  shall  then  have  a mercurial, 
and  not  a venereal,  disease  to  contend 
with. 

I am  perhaps  a little  tedious  here; 
but  it  appears  to  me  necessaiy  to  distin- 
guish, as  clearly  as  possible,  the  pro- 
fessed part  of  the  subject,  from  that  with 
which  it  might  otherwise  be  confounded. 

The  treatment  of  the  venereal  disease, 
particularly  for  the  last  seven  years, 
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without  the  use  of  mercury,  and  that 
conducted  as  it  has  been  by  accurate 
and  able  men,  has  given  rise  to  such 
important  controversy,  that  to  pass  the 
subject  over  without  devoting  to  it  seri- 
ous attention,  would  be  grounds  for  ac- 
cusation of  the  greatest  forgetfulness ; or, 
what  is  still  more  unpardonable  when  in 
quest  of  truth,  an  obstinate  tenacity  to 
old  rules. 

On  entering  upon  this  inquiry,  then, 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  premise,  that  what 
is  now  called  the  new  practice,  was  much 
in  use  more  than  three  hundred  years 
back.  Sudorific  woods,  sassafras,  sarsa- 
parilla, guaiacum,  and  opium,  were  all 
well  known  at  that  period,  and  were  each 
in  turn  considered  as  a specific,  till 
from  experience  the  united  voice  of  the 
profession  pronounced  them  auxiliaries 
only*. 

* Mr.  Pearson,  in  his  work  on  the  Venereal 
Disease,  gives  a full  account  of  the  various  articles  of 
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Sente laer,  who  wrote  on  the  vene- 
real disease  above  a century  ago,  be- 
lieved that  it  was  to  be  cured  without 
mercury.  He  was  much  in  the  habit  of 
using  decoction  of  the  woods,  with  which 
in  the  mercurial  disease  he  was  very 
successful : he  appears  to  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  this  complaint,  and 
called  it  mercurial  pox. 

The  nitric  acid  was  introduced  in 
1793,  by  Mr.  Scott,  of  Bombay;  and 
after  him  various  practitioners  in  Europe 
administered  the  mineral  acids  with  va- 
rious degrees  of  success.  Their  use  was 
finally  condemned  ; and  until  the  last  few 
years  they  were  not  considered  capable 
of  curing  the  disease  without  the  aid  of 
mercury.  The  following  quotation  from 
Mr.  Hunter  will  prove  that  he  was  ex- 
tremely doubtful  as  to  the  necessity  of 
mercury  in  the  cure  of  chancre  : 

the  materia  medica,  which  have  been  recommended  up 
to  his  day. 
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“ I have  endeavoured  to  show  that 
chancres  are  local  complaints ; this  opi- 
nion is  confirmed  by  their  being  de- 
stroyed or  cured  by  merely  a local  treat- 
ment * ; but  in  chancres,  as  well  as  in 
gonorrhoea,  it  has  been  disputed  whether 
mercury  should  ever  be  applied  locally  or 
not ; some  having  objected  to  it,  whilst 
others  have  practised  it ; and  probably 
the  dispute  is  not  yet  settled/" 

Mr.  Geoghegan,  of  Dublin,  remarks 
in  his  work  on  the  Venereal,  published  in 
1814,  that  the  disease  is  either  curable 
without  mercury,  or  that  the  appearances 

* The  circumstance  of  destroying  a sore  by  means 
of  caustic,  without  its  being  followed  by  constitutional 
symptoms,  is  no  proof  that  the  disease  was  a local  one, 
nor  is  it  any  certain  assurance  that  it  was  or  was  not 
venereal ; since  we  have  the  most  ample  testimony  that 
sores  resembling,  or  being  in  reality  venereal,  have  been 
cured  by  the  application  of  caustic;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  constitutional  symptoms,  whether  re- 
sembling or  being  bona  jide  syphilis,  have  been  cured 
without  the  use  of  mercury. 
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which  characterize  it  are  very  uncertain. 

I am  quite  satisfied  that  in  the  East  In- 
dies, the  natives  cure  the  disease  without 
the  use  of  mercury.  They  are  in  the 
habit  of  giving  some  sudorific  vegetable 
composition,  during  the  administration 
of  which,  the  patient  is  confined  to  his 
house  or  hut,  for  the  purpose  of  warmth; 
and  his  body  is  covered  with  a peculiar 
kind  of  paste,  or  cement,  to  prevent  the 
air  acting  upon  the  pores  of  the  skin.  So 
much,  and  so  much  only,  could  I learn 

respecting  this  extraordinary  mode  of 

« 

treatment. 

Mr.  Rose,  an  an  ti  - mer  curia  list,  speak- 
ing of  the  success  of  the  Portuguese  and 
Spaniards  in  their  practice,  without  the 
usd  of  mercury,  says*,  “A  few  in- 
stances of  nodes  and  caries  in  different 
bones  are  to  be  met  with  in  Portugal  as 

* Vide  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions  for  the 
year  1817,  volume  eighth. 
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in  every  part  of  the  world ; but  they  did 
not  appear  to  me  at  all  more  frequent 
there,  than  in  any  other  country  I have 
had  an  opportunity  of  visiting.’5 

And  why  should  they,  I would  ask, 
since  the  same  practice,  or  no  practice 
at  all,  too  frequently  exposes  the  unfor- 
tunate patients  to  the  same  results  in 
almost  every  country?  For  my  own  part, 
I have  often  been  distressed  in  witnessing 
the  numberless  wretches  which  I have 
seen,  in  a state  of  lingering  misery  from 
various  forms  of  secondary  symptoms. 
And  the  cases  which  I have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  seeing  in  England,  France, 
Spain,  Italy,  East  and  West  Indies,  and 
Africa,  are  not  a few.  I may  also  observe, 
that  were  I,  from  all  those  opportunities, 
to  form  a comparison,  I might  safely  say, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Portuguese  islands 
abroad  rank  first  as  victims  to  the  se- 
quel of  the  venereal  disease,  whether 
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arising  from  bad  treatment,  or  total  neg- 
lect of  every  system.  This  circumstance 
I have  always  supposed  depended  on 
such  Portuguese  being  unable  to  obtain 
or  follow  up  proper  medical  advice. 

Mr.  Rose  gives  a great  many  accu- 
rately detailed  cases  treated  without 
mercury ; most  of  which,  it  may  be  ob- 
served, returned  soon  after  with  either 
enlarged  uvulae,  ulcerated  tonsils,  or  cop- 
per-coloured spots  upon  the  skin,  and 
were  again  cured  without  the  use  of 
mercury.  It  is  of  consequence  to  add, 
that  from  a retrospect  of  the  cases  al- 
luded to  above,  it  appears  they  were,  on 
an  average,  from  one  to  three  months  on 
the  sick-list  in  the  first  instance,  inde- 
pendently of  their  return  for  the  cure  of 
the  same  complaint ; and  God  knows 
what  followed  after. 

Mr.  Guthrie,  in  a paper  published  in 
the  Medico- Chirurgical  Transactions  for 
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1817,  says,  that  of  all  the  cases  treated 
at  the  different  military  hospitals  upon 
the  new  plan,  that  is  to  say,  without  the 
use  of  mercury,  about  a tenth  of  the 
whole  number  were  affected  with  secon- 
dary symptoms ; and  in  two  cases  only 
did  disease  of  the  bones  appear. 

Dr.  Thompson,  of  Edinburgh,  gives 
similar  testimony  as  regards  the  number 
affected  with  secondary  symptoms. 

Mr.  Bacot,  speaking  of  the  new 
practice,  admits  the  possibility  of  cur- 
ing the  disease  without  the  use  of  mer- 
cury, but  is  evidently  no  advocate  in 
favour  of  such  a plan  of  treatment;  as 
on  recording,  in  testimony  of  the  fact,  he 
expresses  himself  thus  : “ It  is  assumed, 
therefore,  as  an  established  fact,  that  all 
ulcers  upon  the  parts  of  generation  are 
curable  without  the  use  of  mercury;  but 
I cannot  concede  that,  generally  speak- 
ing, they  are  cured  with  equal  celerity  : 

c 3 
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they  require  more  strict  confinement, 
more  attention  to  the  state  of  the  general 
health,  and  to  regimen,  than  is  found 
necessary  under  a mercurial  course,  care- 
fully conducted ; and  in  some  instances 
the  length  of  time  for  their  complete 
cicatrization  is  alone  a serious  evil.  It 
may  be  also  added,  that  under  the  non- 
mercurial mode  of  cure  they  frequently 
heal  with  hardened  and  elevated  cica- 
trices. 

“ It  must  be  admitted,  that  a great 
proportion  of  cases  so  treated  are  fol- 
lowed by  a train  of  constitutional  symp- 
toms, which  succeed  to  the  cure  of  the 
primary  sores  in  a period  varying  from 
six  weeks  to  three  or  four  months ; and 
though  medical  men  differ  greatly  as  to 
the  proportion  of  these  cases,  the  causes 
of  which  difference  it  would  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  explain ; perhaps,  if  we  take  it  at 
an  eighth  of  the  whole  number,  our  esti- 
mate will  not  be  far  from  the  truth.  The 
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appearances  thus  produced  are  various, 
I might  say,  almost  infinite,  in  degree,  at 
least.'  ’ 

Mr.  Bacot  then  mentions  the  not  very 
unusual  result  of  this  treatment ; such,  for 
example,  as  “ ulceration  of  the  tonsils, 
pains  in  the  limbs,  swellings  of  the  joints, 
particularly  the  ankles  and  elbows,  erup- 
tions and  ulcerations  of  various  kinds 
upon  the  body,  limbs,  and  upon  the 
hairy  scalp,  ophthalmia,  great  debility, 
and  wasting  of  the  flesh,  occasional  deaf- 
ness, and  not  unfrequently  pulmonary 
complaints.”  Two  or  three  such  cases 
came  within  his  own  observation. 

Now  really,  on  the  most  impartial  and 
cool  reflection,  I think  the  writers  in  fa- 
vour of  the  new  practice,  as  it  is  called, 
have  themselves  given  evidence  whereby 
to  condemn  it ; for,  admitting  the  point 
of  contention,  that  the  disease  may  be 


cured  without  mercury,  what  man  in  his 

c 4 
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sober  senses  would  feel  disposed  to  suffer 
a chancre  upon  him  from  one  to  three 
months,  with  the  additional  prospect  of 
being  soon  after  a still  longer  time  under 
medical  discipline,  for  what  usually  fol- 
lows, ulcerated  sore -throat,  copper- co- 
loured spots  on  the  skin,  nodes,  diseased 
bones,  &c.  &c. ; when,  as  I propose  to 
prove,  the  complaint,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, may  be  radically  cured  in  a few 
days. 

Mr.  Abernethy,  who  has  contributed 
so  much  to  medical  science  generally, 
and  in  particular  to  this  subject,  says, 
“ It  cannot,  I think,  on  due  consideration 
of  the  subject,  be  denied,  that  many 
sores  are  induced  on  the  genitals  by 
sexual  intercourse,  which  are  not  the 
effects  of  the  venereal  poison ; and  that 
many  of  them  infect  the  constitution,  and 
produce  secondary  symptoms  resembling 
that  disease.’ ’ 
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Mr.  A.  has  published  a great  many 
cases  which,  as  far  as  appearances  go,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  distinguish  from 
those  truly  syphilitic.  The  history  of 
the  cases,  and  the  result  of  the  different 
measures  employed  for  their  cure,  appear 
under  such  circumstances  to  be  the  grand 
discriminating  principle  upon  which  to 
proceed. 

Cases  every  day  occur  where  it  would 
be  presumption  confidently  to  assert, 
that  they  were,  or  were  not,  venereal.  I, 
therefore,  when  thus  doubtfully  situated, 
am  in  the  habit  of  trying  for  a few  days, 
whether  it  be  possible,  by  means  of  simple 
applications,  to  heal  the  sores,  or  bring 
on  a healthy  action  in  them;  but  should 
I fail  in  this,  I do  not  consider  it  owing 
to  their  being  decidedly  venereal ; yet  I 
deem  it  prudent  to  administer  mercury 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  constitu- 
tion against  that  disease,  or  what  ap- 
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pears  to  be  equally  bad,  a pseudo -syphi- 
litic one*. 

Mr.  Carmichael,  who  has  judiciously 
observed  on  these  subjects,  and  whose 
opportunities  have  been  great  (speaking 
of  the  observations  of  Mr.  Guthrie  and 
others),  says,  “ Since  these  publications 
fell  into  my  hands,  I have  been  anxious 
to  ascertain,  by  personal  observation, 
whether  true  syphilitic  chancres  did 
really  admit  of  being  cured  without  the 
use  of  mercury;  but  this  disease,  as  de- 
scribed by  Mr.  Hunter,  has  diminished 
in  so  extraordinary  a degree  in  this  coun- 
try, that,  strange  to  say,  I have  from  that 
period  only  met  one  venereal  chancre ; 
though,  without  adverting  to  my  private 
practice,  my  opportunities  as  surgeon  to 
an  extensive  hospital  are  by  no  means 
inconsiderable.” 

* Mr.  Evans  has,  perhaps,  given  the  most  minute 
classification,  that  has  yet  appeared,  of  Diseases  upon 
the  Genitals,  not  venereal. 
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In  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Carmichael's 
work,  however,  he  describes  two  cases, 
which,  having  all  the  true  characters  of 
syphilitic  sores,  were  cured  without  the 
use  of  mercury.  This  circumstance,  as 
might  be  supposed,  effected  in  Mr.  C.  a 
very  considerable  change  of  sentiment. 
I am  not  aware  whether  secondary  symp- 
toms have  made  their  appearance  in 
either  of  these  cases : Mr.  Carmichael 
has  promised  to  give  some  further  ac- 
count of  them. 

Mr.  Brodie,  whose  authority,  from 
extensive  opportunities  and  minute  in- 
vestigation, carries  with  it  great  weight, 
informed  me,  that  in  his  practice,  sores 
on  the  penis,  having  the  appearance  of 
being  venereal,  frequently  healed  without 
the  use  of  mercury;  but  in  such  cases 
the  patients  usually  returned  soon  after 
with  secondary  symptoms. 

M.  Swedeaur  says,  “ It  has  been 
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published  lately*,  that  syphilitic  ulcers 
and  other  symptoms  will  often  heal  of 
themselves,  or  without  any  remedy ; but 
I never  saw  or  ever  heard  any  attentive 
observer  say,  that  any  syphilitic  symp- 
tom yielded  of  itself,  at  least  in  England, 
France,  or  Germany.” 

After  all,  to  prove  that  the  venereal 
disease,  in  every  form,  is  to  be  cured 
without  the  use  of  mercury,  would  be 
gratifying  and  important  knowledge ; but 
the  total  exclusion  of  this  medicine,  in 
consequence,  I hesitate  not  to  say,  would 
be  attended  with  the  worst  results. 


* See  his  last  edition  on  the  Venereal  Disease. 
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ON  BUBO. 

Bubo  has  ever  been  considered,  by 
writers  and  practitioners,  one  of  the  most 
formidable  accompaniments  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  venereal  disease  ; and 
properly  enough,  since  it  is  always  trou- 
blesome, frequently  tedious  of  cure,  and 

often  extremely  painful.  It  has  been 
viewed,  too,  as  one  of  the  most  unequi- 
vocal characteristics  of  the  complaint : 
its  presence  or  absence  very  generally 

directing  the  surgeon  in  his  opinion,  whe- 

* 

ther  the  case  is,  or  is  not,  venereal. 

The  consideration  of  bubo,  then,  be- 
comes important,  as  it  at  once  involves 
the  fate  of  the  patient,  and  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  practitioner. 

Every  enlargement  in  the  glands  of 
the  groin  is  termed  bubo,  and  is  distin- 
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guislied  by  the  epithets,  venereal,  or  sym- 
pathetic. The  glands  are  extremely  sus- 
ceptible of  irritation  and  inflammation  ; 
so  any  thing  pressing  upon  them,  or  any 
thing  interrupting  the  functions  of  the 
absorbents  passing  through  them,  will 
tend  to  their  enlargement.  The  smallest 
sore  in  the  course  of  the  absorbents,  or 
even  a slight  blow  in  this  direction,  will 
cause  swelling  in  the  glands  of  the  groin. 
It  may  take  place  from  the  irritation  or 
pressure  of  a corn,  or  even  cutting  too 
closely  one  of  the  toe-nails  : any  violent 
exertion,  such  as  leaping,  dancing,  or 
running,  may  give  rise  to  swelling  in 
these  parts ; and  cold  is  a common  cause 
of  it : last  of  all,  it  may  take  place  with- 
out any  perceptible  agent. 

I had  a patient  some  years  ago,  who 
presented  himself  with  a sore  on  the 
penis,  and  two  buboes.  He  declared 
most  solemnly,  that  he  had  not  had  con- 
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nexion  for  nearly  two  years,  and  that  it 
was  not  possible  this  could  be  venereal : 
he  was  a sailor,  and,  therefore,  did  not 
say  so  from  delicacy.  I confided  in  his 
statement,  pointing  out  to  him  the  im- 
propriety and  danger  of  deceiving  me  : I 
dressed  the  sore  simply,  and  endeavoured 
to  discuss  the  tumours.  What  appeared 
to  be  a chancre  healed  in  a few  days ; but 
the  swellings  in  the  groins  suppurated,  in 
spite  of  all  my  efforts  to  the  contrary. 
It  was  nearly  seven  weeks  before  this  pa- 
tient was  cured  I saw  him  about  twelve 
months  after,  and  there  had  not  been  the 
slightest  appearance  of  secondary  symp- 
toms. Here,  had  I been  less  credulous, 
this  poor  man  would  have  been  doomed 
to  a tedious  course  of  mercury ; to  say 
nothing  of  the  consequences  attend- 
ing it. 

Sympathetic  buboes  from  gonorrhoea, 
or  from  excoriations,  are  very  common  ; 


32 


A TREATISE  OX 


and  I have  no  doubt  they  frequently 
arise  also  from  irritation,  caused  by  the 
friction  employed  in  rubbing  mercurial 
ointment  upon  the  inside  of  the  legs  and 
thighs. 

In  the  treatment  of  a chancre,  ac- 
companied by  a bubo,  most  practitioners 
deem  it  prudent  to  continue  the  mercury 
till  the  disappearance  of  the  tumour; 
but  this  is  by  no  means  necessary,  as 
glands  frequently  remain  somewhat  larger 
for  life  after  a bubo,  whether  sympathetic 
or  syphilitic. 

Sympathetic  buboes  will  generally  be 
cured  by  quiet,  cooling  purgatives,  and 
saturnine  lotions  : at  all  events,  the  in- 
flammatory  symptoms  will  almost  always 
subside  by  these  means ; after  which, 
should  indolent  hardness  remain,  evapo- 
rating lotions,  hot  fomentations,  or  even 
hot  poultices,  may  be  applied  : experi- 
ence having  taught  us,  that  warmth  does 
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not  always  favour  the  process  of  suppu- 
ration. On  the  contrary,  it  is  well  esta- 
blished, and  I believe  the  idea  originated 
with  Mr.  Brodie,  that  heat  will  invariably 
direct  its  influence  to  the  course  upon 
which  nature  has  determined ; and  that 
it  will  expedite  that  process,  whether  it 
be  resolution  or  suppuration. 

Sometimes  a bubo  becomes  station- 
ary : under  such  circumstances  campho- 
rated mercurial  ointment,  or  campho- 
rated spirits,  applied  to  it  with  a mode- 
rately tight  passed  bandage,  will  be 
found  most  serviceable.  When  matter 
unavoidably  forms,  evacuating  it  by 
means  of  the  lancet,  is  decidedly  prefer- 
able to  caustic;  as  in  the  latter  way,  or 
when  the  tumour  breaks  of  itself,  a 
ragged,  ill-conditioned  sore  is  generally 
the  consequence. 

At  this  period  of  the  disease  the  pa- 
tient’s health  is  usually  a good  deal  af- 
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fected,  when  decoction  of  the  woods,  or 
bark,  with  nitric  or  sulphuric  acid,  and 
an  occasional  purgative,  will  tend  to  im- 
prove the  appetite,  and  restore  the  tone 
of  the  digestive  organs. 


SLOUGHING,  OR  PHAGEDENIC 

CHANCRE, 


Is  not  very  usual  in  common  practice : it, 
however,  does  sometimes  occur,  and  is 
certainly  the  most  alarming  form  of  the 
disease;  since  it  at  once  exposes  the 
parts  to  the  danger  of  being  destroyed 
by  a rapidly  destructive,  ulcerative,  or 
sloughing  process. 

During  this  state  of  the  chancre,  it  is 
to  be  regretted,  practitioners  differ  widely 
in  their  opinions  respecting  the  treat- 
ment. Howard,  for  example,  is  in  fa- 
vour of  mercury ; whilst  Benjamin  Bell 
and  Geoghegan,  on  the  contrary,  are  de- 
cidedly against  its  use.  Some  qualifica- 
tion here,  perhaps,  might  place  the  mat- 
ter in  a clearer  point  of  view.  If  we  re- 
collect the  degree  of  morbid  excitement, 
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of  which  the  slow  administration  of  small 
doses  of  mercury  are  usually  productive, 
we  shall  not  hesitate,  I think,  to  pro- 
nounce this  an  injurious  practice.  The 
mercurial  excitement  here,  is  not  suffi- 
ciently powerful  to  effect  a complete  re- 
volution from  diseased  to  healthy  action 
in  the  affected  parts;  and,  therefore,  as 
long  as  persisted  in,  will  rather  tend  to 
increase  than  lessen  the  evil. 

The  whole  of  the  disease,  locally, 
consists  in  a diminution  of  vital  action  or 
vital  energy  in  the  absorbents  and  minute 
blood  vessels.  Whether  with  this  view 
of  the  subject  or  not,  almost  every  prac- 
titioner agrees,  that  stimulating  applica- 
tions, such  as  hot  fomentations,  hot 
poultices,  hot  water,  preparations  of  cam- 
phor, spirits  of  wine,  &c.  &c.  are  most 
consistent.  Internal  stimuli,  such  as 
musk,  camphor,  bark,  wine,  and  a va- 
riety of  others,  have  been  severally  re- 
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commended.  In  short,  the  propriety  of 
stimulants  is  obvious,  although  they  oc- 
casionally get  into  disrepute,  either 
through  partial  application,  or  being  in 
themselves  of  a feeble  nature.  My  own 
opportunities  of  observing  upon  slough- 
ing ulcers  generally,  have  confirmed  me 
in  this  opinion;  and  I have  seen  large 
doses  of  the  submuriate  of  mercury  cause 
a line  of  separation  between  the  sound 
and  unsound  parts,  when  various  lauded/ 
remedies  proved  to  be  entirely  useless. 

* - \ -**5 

In  this  opinion  I am  not  singular;  a§ 
will  appear  hereafter  from  a communica- 
tion. 

In  a venereal  sloughing  ulcer  we  have 
two  objects  in  view;  one,  to  stop  the 
progress  of  a local  affection ; the  other, 
to  eradicate  a systematic  or  constitutional 
disease,  of  which  the  former  is  sympto- 
matic only.  If  both  these  circumstances 
can  be  effected  at  the  same  time,  no 
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one  surely  will  object  to  the  propriety 
of  the  measure : this,  on  the  contrary, 
should  be  the  grand  object ; and  ana- 
logy, I think,  bears  me  out  in  a confi- 
dent opinion,  that  large  doses  of  the 
submuriate  of  mercury  are  best  cal- 
culated to  effect  those  important  and 
especial  purposes. 

It  sometimes  happens,  that,  in  scro- 
fula, mercury  either  does  not  operate  at 
all,  or  produces  effects  of  a very  different 
nature  from  those  intended ; for  the  causes 
of  which  circumstances  I have  never  heard 
even  a probable  reason  given.  Practi- 
tioners do  say,  in  such  cases,  that  the 
patient  is  of  a scrofulous  habit , and  that 
the  mercury  has  gone  wrong.  This  cer- 
tainly is  a truth ; but  it  is  a truth  which 
is  known  to  every  tradesman ; we  there- 
fore, if  possible,  should  make  ourselves 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  laws 
which  govern  the  animal  economy  in 


39 


THE  VENEUIiAL  DISEASE. 

health,  to  be  enabled  to  offer  some  ra- 
tional opinion,  at  least,  why  such  resist- 
ance should  be  offered  to  the  peculiar 
powers  of  mercury  when  administered 
to  persons  labouring  under  this  parti- 
cular disease? 

Mr.  Mathias,  in  his  work  on  the 
mercurial  disease,  speaking  of  scrofula, 
says,  “ Many  of  the  mercurial  cases 
which  have  been  called  scrofulous,  on  the 
supposition  of  mercury  having  brought 
this  disease  into  action,  have  been  in 
patients  who  never  had  a single  scro- 
fulous sore  before  in  their  lives,  nor 
have  borne  any  of  the  well  known  marks 
of  that  constitution  about  them.”  Here 
Mr.  M.  did  not  take  into  consideration, 
that  a scrofulous  diathesis  may  exist  for 
years  without  being  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree observable,  till  roused  by  some 
accidental  excitement : nay,  it  is  pos- 
sible that  scrofula  may  appear  in  an 
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individual  as  an  hereditary  legacy  from 
a parent  in  whom  that  complaint  had 
never  appeared,  and  so  run  from  gene- 
ration to  generation,  every  branch  of  a 
family  having  it  in  a latent  form.  But, 
to  return  to  the  anomalous  effects  of 
mercury  in  a scrofulous  habit,  I will  ven- 
ture to  offer  the  following  opinions. 

Scrofula  being  a disease  of  the  glands, 
they  of  course  are  ever  highly  suscep- 
tible in  a patient  affected  with  this  com- 
plaint; and,  when  stimulated  by  mercury, 
will  naturally  become  enlarged  and  in- 
flamed, pressing  upon  the  lymphatics, 
and  obstructing  the  fluid  which  these 
vessels  under  ordinary  circumstances 
contain.  The  absorbents  being  thus  de- 
prived of  their  inherent  power  of  action, 
an  immediate  deposition  between  the  in- 
terstices of  the  cellular  substance  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  glands  becomes 
inevitable.  A degree  of  enlargement, 
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inflammation,  and  perhaps  suppuration, 
or  even  gangrene,  in  the  parts  will  next 
follow.  This  diseased  action  will  continue 
till  the  morbid  state  of  the  glands,  and 
the  pressure  arising  from  thence,  and 
accumulated  fluids  in  the  absorbents,  are 
removed ; whether  directly  by  this  pecu- 
liar action  upon  a contiguous  part,  or 
general  relaxation  of  the  system,  excited 
locally  by  an  open  and  discharging  sore. 

So  it  is,  then,  when  sedative  appli- 
cations to  scrofulous  or  sloughing  sores, 
however  induced,  act  favourably,  that 
favourable  action  is  through  the  medium 
of  the  glands ; and  when  stimulants, 
whether  exhibited  internally,  or  externally 
applied,  tend  to  a favourable  result,  that 
favourable  result  is  effected  through  the 
medium  of  the  absorbents,  by  a tempo- 

i 

rarily  increased  impulse  to  their  natural 
qualities  of  absorption. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject  it  is 
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clear,  that  where  it  becomes  necessary 
to  administer  mercury  in  a scrofulous 
habit,  the  sooner  the  constitution  is  af- 
fected, and  the  disease  is  cured  by  that 
medicine,  the  less  mischievous  will  be 
the  effects  of  the  remedy ; for,  as  I shall 
further  show,  it  is  when  the  system  is 
brought  under  the  influence  of  mercury, 
by  means  of  small  doses,  that  this  medi- 
cine acts  most  as  an  irritant.  If,  therefore, 
swelling  and  inflammation  of  the  glands 
of  the  groin  shall  have  taken  place  pre- 
viously to  the  exhibition  of  mercury,  it 
were  advisable,  first,  to  remove  or  lessen 
this  particular  state,  by  such  measures 
as  may  appear  applicable  to  the  nature 
and  degree  of  the  affection ; then,  the 
constitution,  if  I may  so  express  myself, 
should  be  surprised  by  such  dose  or 
doses  of  mercury  as  will  effectually  satu- 
rate the  system,  before  sufficient  time 
has  elapsed  for  the  conjoint  operation  of 
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the  disease  and  the  remedy  to  impede 
those  functional  movements,  upon  which 
the  re-establishment  of  healthy  action  in 
the  affected  parts  entirely  depends. 
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MODUS  OPERANDI  OF 
MERCURY. 

Above  all  the  medicines  in  the  Phar- 
macopeia, Mercury,  I presume,  will  not 
be  denied  the  right  of  standing  first  in 
utility  and  importance.  There  is  scarce- 
ly a disease  which,  in  some  of  its  stages, 
does  not  admit  of  some  one  form  or 
other  of  this  medicine.  In  the  hands  of 
regular  practitioners  it  is  the  primi  mo- 
hili ; and  although  given  by  the  quacks, 
in  a concealed  form,  for  every  thing 
bearing  the  slightest  feature  of  disease, 
it  is  the  sine  qua  non ; its  uses  and 
abuses  being  ever  conspicuous  evidences 
of  its  presence. 

Yet,  strange  to  say,  the  modus  ope- 
randi  of  this  medicine  has  never  yet  been 
explained : but  few  indeed  have  at- 

tempted the  investigation ; the  generality 
of  medical  men  satisfying  themselves 


45 


the  venereal  disease. 

with  what  others  have  asserted,  rather 
than  risk  an  opinion  on  the  subject. 

The  ideas  which  I entertain  of  the 
treatment  of  the  venereal  disease,  entirely 
originated  with  my  opinions  respecting 
the  manner  in  which  mercury  cured  dis- 
ease generally;  I shall  therefore,  perhaps, 
be  pardoned  if  I appear  anxious  to  dwell 
on  this  part  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hunter  says,  “ Mercury  can 
have  but  two  modes  of  action  ; one  upon 
the  poison,  the  other  on  the  consitution. 
We  can  hardly  suppose  it  to  act  both 
ways.  If  mercury  acted  upon  the  poison 
only,  it  might  be  supposed  to  be  in  two 
ways  ; either  by  destroying  its  qualities 
by  decomposing  it,  or  by  attracting  it 
and  carrying  it  out  of  the  constitution. 
If  the  first  were  the  action  of  the  mercury, 
then  we  might  reasonably  suppose  that 
quantity  alone  would  be  the  thing  to  be 
depended  upon  ; if  the  second,  that  the 
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quantity  of  the  evacuation  would  be  the 
principal  circumstance. 

“ But  if  it  act  upon  the  principle  of 
destroying  the  diseased  action  of  the 
living  parts,  counteracting  the  venereal 
irritation  by  producing  another  of  a dif- 
ferent kind,  then,  neither  quantity  alone 
nor  evacuation  will  avail  much;  but  it 
will  be  quantity  joined  with  sensible  ef- 
fects that  produce  the  quickest  cure, 
which,  from  experience,  we  find  to  be 
the  case. 

“ But  although  the  effects  that  mer- 
cury has  upon  the  venereal  disease  are  in 
some  degree  in  proportion  to  its  local 
effects  on  some  of  the  glands  or  parti- 
cular parts  of  the  body,  as  the  mouth, 
skin,  kidneys,  and  intestines  ; — yet  it  is 
not  exactly  in  this  proportion,  as  has  been 
mentioned.” 

Mr.  Hunter  observes,  that  mercury 
may  be  supposed  to  act  in  three  different 
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ways  upon  the  poison.  “ First,  it  may 
unite  with  the  poison  chemically  and 
decompose  it,  by  which  means  its  powers 
of  irritation  may  be  destroyed.  Se- 
condly, it  may  carry  it  out  of  the  con- 
stitution by  evacuation ; or,  thirdly,  it 
may  produce  an  irritation  in  the  consti- 
tution, which  counteracts  the  venereal 
and  destroys  it.” 

Such  were  the  assigned  probable 
means  by  which  mercury  cured  the  vene- 
real, according  to  Mr.  Hunter ; but  a 
little  further  on,  we  find  his  faith  was 
entirely  fixed  on  the  last  of  these  means : 
— he  expresses  himself  thus  : 

“ The  last  or  third  of  our  modes  of 
action  of  mercury  seems  to  me  the  most 
probable,  and  for  many  reasons.  First, 
because  the  disease  can  in  many  cases 
be  cured  by  raising  a violent  stimulus  of 
another  kind ; and,  perhaps,  if  we  could 
raise  such  a constitutional  irritation 
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without  danger,  as  we  often  can  in  local 
cases,  we  might  cure  the  venereal  dis- 
ease in  the  same  manner,  and  in  one 
quarter  the  usual  time.  Secondly,  we  find 
that  mercury  acts  as  an  unusual  stimulus, 
causing  a greater  degree  of  irritability  in 
the  constitution,  making  the  heart  beat 
faster,  and  rendering  the  arteries  more 
rigid,  so  as  to  produce  a hard  pulse,  as 
has  been  already  observed.  It  may  fur- 
ther be  said  to  produce  a disease,  or  a 
peculiar  or  unnatural  action,  in  some 
degree.” 

Now,  if  this  be  not  two  diseases  in 
the  same  constitution,  and  consequently 
complete  self-refutation  of  Mr.  Hunter's 
avowed  doctrines,  I know  not  what  is. 
And  on  referring  to  his  idea  of  mercury 
not  curing  on  the  principle  of  evacuation, 
because  evacuations  generally  do  not  ef- 
fect a cure ; this  will,  I think,  on  a very 
little  reflection,  appear  a hasty  and  inap- 
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plicable  conclusion.  The  complete  revo- 
lution which  takes  place  in  the  system, 
during  the  state  of  ptyalism,  by  an  in- 
creased action  in  all  the  secretory  and 
excretory  organs,  consequent  to  this 
state,  are  of  a very  different  nature  from 
that  kind  of  evacuation  which  is  the 
mere  result  of  a simple  purgative ; and 
which,  by  way  of  distinction  from  all 
others,  might  properly  enough  be  termed 
the  specific  mercurial  evacuation . It  is 

not  till  after  the  salivary  glands  appear 
affected  by  mercury,  that  any  rapidly  fa- 
vourable change  takes  place  in  chancres. 
During  the  first  few  days  of  administer- 
ing the  medicine,  it  is  almost  invariable 
to  observe  slight  febrile  symptoms,  and 
a greater  degree  of  irritability  in  the 
sores.  But  when  the  salivary  glands  are 
affected,  the  last  and  most  important 
functional  change  which  the  mercury  is 
capable  of  inducing,  we  find  the  general 
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irritation  greatly  lessened,  and  the  sores 
then  heal  readily  *. 

An  infinitely  greater  objection  holds 
to  the  too  prevalent  idea,  that  mercury 
cures  by  acting  as  a constitutional  irrita- 
tion, than  to  that  which  Mr.  Hunter  has 
offered  to  the  theory  of  evacuation  f ; 
and  briefly,  that  we  have  never  observed 
any  benefit  arise  from  secondary  irrita- 
tion, although  we  have  often  witnessed  a 
high  degree  of  inflammatory  fever  pre- 
sent itself,  at  the  same  time  with  the 
venereal  affection.  Indeed,  this  is  alto- 
gether the  most  unsatisfactory  and  lame 
explanation  we  possess  of  this  great  au- 
thor. It  just  amounts  to  this,  that  mer- 

* Although  Mr.  Pott  has  not  written  upon  this 
subject,  yet  we  are  informed,  by  the  writings  of  others, 
that  the  first  object  of  that  great  man,  in  the  treatment 
of  the  venereal  disease,  was  to  affect  the  mouth. 

*|*  I do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  make  any  comment 
on  the  theory  of  mercury  curing  the  disease  by  its 
weight — the  idea  is  altogether  inconsistent. 
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cury  effects  a revolution  in  the  system 
whereby  the  disease  is  cured ; this  is  a 
fact — a fact  which  every  one  knows  and 
believes,  as  he  does  that  sulphur  cures 
the  itch ; but  how  it  effects  this,  which 
is  not  the  modus  operandi  of  the  medi- 
cine but  the  cure  itself,  requires  further 
and  closer  investigation. 

Amongst  those  who  object  to  mer- 
cury curing  the  venereal  as  an  evacu- 
ant,  perhaps  Dr.  Duncan  was  one  of  the 
most  conspicuous ; but  his  objections 
run  in  nearly  the  same  strain  as  those  of 
Mr.  Hunter ; simply  because  other  eva- 
cuants  do  not  cure  the  disease,  mercury 
cannot  act  upon  that  principle ; and  also, 
because  many  cures  have  been  effected 
without  the  salivary  glands  being  in  the 
slightest  degree  excited. 

This  is  inferring  from  very  superficial 
analogy.  It  is  true,  that  an  increased 
action  in  the  salivary  glands  is  the  best 
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proof  we  have  of  mercury  being  in  an 
active  state  in  the  system.  But  we  often 
observe  a morbid  state  of  the  humours 
to  be  completely  changed  by  a few  al- 
terative doses  of  mercury,  which  were 
not  intended  to  alfect  the  mouth.  In 
such  case,  if  minute  attention  be  paid, 
an  increased  action  may  be  witnessed  ; 
whether  proceeding  from  the  emunc- 
tories  of  the  skin,  from  the  liver,  the 
kidneys,  the  intestines,  or  the  stomach ; 
and  as  this  effects  purposes  not  within 
the  powers  destined  to  common  diapho- 
retics, diuretics,  purgatives,  or  stimulants 
of  any  kind,  it  must  be  attributed  to  a 
specific  mercurial  evacuation , however  that 
evacuation  be  directed. 

M.  Swediaur,  speaking  of  the  ope- 
ration of  mercury,  expresses  himself 
thus  : 44  It  appears  to  me,  after  all  that 
has  been  observed  on  the  mode  of  ac- 
tion of  mercurial  remedies,  that  they 
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operate  either  in  combining  with  the 
specific  virus,  or  with  the  humour  in 
which  that  virus  resides,  by  a species  of 
chemical  affinity  or  electric  attraction, 
by  which  these  bodies,  uniting  together, 
change  into  a third,  which  has  new  pro- 
perties, essentially  different  from  those 
possessed  by  either  of  the  bodies  before 
their  union ; that,  consequently,  the  sy- 
philitic virus,  in  this  new  state,  loses  its 
active  energies  on  the  body,  and  ceases 
to  be  injurious  to  the  animal  economy. 
At  least  the  fact  appears  to  me  incon- 
testible,  in  daily  witnessing  ulcers,  evi- 
dently syphilitic,  of  the  genitals,  radi- 
cally cured  by  the  simple  application  of 
the  red  oxyde,  or  the  submuriate  of 
mercury  in  powder/* 

Now  all  this  really  pretty  speculation 
is  apparently  founded  on  the  doctrines  of 
Mr.  John  Hunter. 

We  frequently  find  it  impossible  to 
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cure  an  ill-conditioned  ulcer,  till  after 
the  administration  of  a few  doses  of  mer- 
cury, when  the  sore  suddenly  assumes  a 
more  healthy  appearance.  In  fact,  ab- 
sorption of  the  morbid  matter,  which 
kept  up  the  irritation,  takes  place,  and 
the  affected  part  in  consequence  puts  on 
a new  and  healthy  action.  Tumours,  of 
long  standing,  are  in  like  manner  re- 
solved ; tetters,  eruptions,  tenia- capitis, 
and,  in  short,  all  cutaneous  diseases, 
treated  with  mercury,  are  cured  upon  this 
principle.  In  obstinate  liver  complaints 
we  find  it  in  general  extremely  difficult 
to  affect  the  mouth  by  mercury ; but 
when  we  succeed  in  this,  we  find  that 
the  pain  is  lessened,  the  bowels  are 
opened  by  an  increased  secretion  of  bile, 
and  frequently  an  evident  diminution  of 
volume  in  an  enlarged  liver,  all  at  the 
same  time ; affording  an  instance  of  an 
increased  action  in  the  diseased  gland 
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itself,  and  indicating  the  re-establish- 
ment of  its  natural  functions. 

The  late  Dr.  Darwin  maintained  that 
mercury,  administered  in  any  way,  in 
syphilitic  complaints,  acted  and  pro- 
duced its  effects  merely  by  inducing  ab- 
sorption of  the  matter  from  syphilitic 
sores  or  ulcers.  This  I have  considered 
for  years  to  be  the  case,  and  until  very 
lately  I was  not  aware  that  the  same 
idea  had  ever  struck  any  one  but  myself : 
it  remains,  however,  to  be  shown  in 
what  manner  the  constitution  frees  itself 
of  the  matter  thus  absorbed. 

It  is  a well  known  fact,  that  mercury, 
carried  to  the  extent  of  ptyalism,  in- 
creases the  action  of  all  the  glands  of 
the  body;  and  that  this  action  is  par- 
ticularly conspicuous  in  the  salivary 
glands,  the  liver,  and  the  kidneys ; that 
nature  has  the  power  of  freeing  herself 
of  all  redundant  humours  by  means  of 
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secretions  and  excretions ; that  by  this 
natural  process  the  superabundant  fluids 
are  carried  from  the  circulating  mass,  to 
make  room  for  new  and  healthy  blood. 

It  being  evident  then,  that,  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  this  process 
supports  the  equilibrium  of  healthy  ac- 
tion in  the  system ; that  the  venereal 
disease  is  cured  by  mercury;  and  that 
the  test  of  its  operation  is  characterized 
by  an  increased  action  in  all  the  secret- 
ing organs  ; it  follows,  that  in  this  way, 
and  in  this  way  only,  is  the  blood  and 
the  constitution  freed  of  poisonous 
matter,  however  generated.  In  the  first 
instance,  the  mercury  acts  as  a stimulus 
to  the  absorbents,  as  spoken  of  before, 
and  as  is  proved  by  the  very  rapid  heal- 
ing of  the  sores : secondly,  it  deter- 

mines its  action  to  the  glands,  where  the 
business  is  completed  by  an  increased 
impulse  to  their  natural  action. 
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This,  in  the  cure  of  every  disease 
wherein  mercury  is  an  agent,  is  un- 
doubtedly its  mode  of  action. 

It  is  said,  we  are  quite  unable  to  ex- 
plain the  immediate  action  of  mercury 
upon  the  venereal  poison : — this  is  evi- 
dently the  case,  and  must  be  so,  if  I am 
right  in  an  opinion,  that  the  cure  is  al- 
ways effected  independently  of  any  direct 
connexion  between  the  mercury  and  the 
poison.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  cure 
of  the  disease  can  be  effected  by  mer- 
cury in  whatever  way  administered : 
whether  this  medicine  be  pushed  through 
the  affected  part  by  means  of  dressings, 
or  whether  it  be  conveyed  into  the  con- 
stitution by  the  mouth,  by  injection,  fu- 
migation, or  friction,  in  each  and  every 
case,  though  not  to  the  same  extent,  it 
retains  its  specific  antivenereal  powers. 
Hence  the  absurdity  of  supposing  that 
the  medicine  acted  chemically,  by  com- 
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ing  in  immediate  contact  with  the  poi- 
son *.  No ; I repeat  it,  and  the  asser- 
tion is  demonstrable ; nay,  I might  pre- 
sume, nearly  demonstrated,  that  mer- 
cury acts  in  the  cure  of  the  venereal  as 
it  does  in  the  cure  of  every  other  disease, 
namely,  by  keeping  up  an  increased 
action  in  the  glands,  whereby  a more 
than  ordinary  secretion  is  carried  on,  till 
the  system  becomes  freed  from  poi- 
sonous, extraneous,  or  irritating  matter, 
whatever  be  its  nature,  or  however  it  be 
induced.  And  the  following  observation 
tends  further  to  strengthen  this  argu- 
ment. 

* Dr.  Cullen  informs  us,  that  a physician  rendered 
inert  venereal  matter  by  triturating  it  with  Plenck’s 
gummy  solution  of  mercury ; and  Mr.  Benjamin  Bell 
considers  this  conclusive,  that  mercury  cures  by  com- 
ing in  contact  with  the  venereal  poison.  But,  I would 
ask,  would  not  exposure  to  the  open  air  and  dilution 
always  render  the  poison  inert,  independently  of  the 
agency  of  mercury?  We  have  frequently  great  diffi- 
culty in  preserving  vaccine  lymph  from  the  effects  of 
the  atmosphere. 
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It  frequently  happens  in  advanced 
stages  of  disease,  that  mercury  is  admi- 
nistered as  our  only  hope  ; and  affecting 
the  system  by  means  of  it,  is  the  object 
in  view ; when,  if  ptyalism,  or  a flow  of 
saliva,  be  excited,  the  patient  almost  in- 
variably recovers.  But  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, a sore  mouth , that  is  to  say,  ul- 
cerated gums,  &c.  take  place,  and  that 
it  is  impossible  to  establish  ptyalism  by 
perseverance  in  increased  quantities  of 
mercury,  there  is,  I believe,  no  hope  of 
the  patient’s  recovery.  I have  seen  a 
great  many  such  cases,  and  they  all  ter- 
minated fatally.  Here,  in  the  latter 
instance,  the  constitution  is  evidently 
charged  with  mercury;  but  owing  to  a 
great  degree  of  functional  or  structural 
disease  in  the  glandular  system,  as  is 
proved  by  the  impossibility  of  inducing 
a flow  of  saliva,  the  medicine  fails  to 
effect  its  grand  curative  revolution. 
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ANOMALOUS  EFFECTS  OF 
MERCURY. 

Sudden  death  is  sometimes  the  result 
of  very  tedious  courses  of  mercury.  Mr. 
Pearson  in  particular  has  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  medical  world  to  this 
subject.  Such  a case  once  came  within 
my  own  observation,  which,  having  made 
a lasting  impression  on  my  recollection, 
I shall  briefly  describe. 

Some  years  ago,  a sailor,  belonging 
to  a ship  of  war  in  Portsmouth  harbour, 
put  himself  under  a quack  on  shore,  who 
gave  him  mercury  in  a concealed  form. 
His  complaint  soon  became  aggravated, 
and  his  general  health  suffered  so  much, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  report  himself  to 
the  surgeon  on  board,  who  put  him 
under  a tedious  course  of  mercury.  At 
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length,  being  cured,  but  in  a state  of 
debility,  he  was  sent  to  duty.  He  re- 
turned in  a few  days,  complaining  of 
severe  pains  in  different  parts  of  the 
body.  The  surgeon,  greatly  incensed 
at  this,  resolved  on  another  mercurial 
course  ; so  this  poor  man  was  again 
sentenced  to  a continuation  of  the  cause 
of  all  his  misfortunes : in  short,  under 
this  treatment,  his  pains  increased ; and 
as  they  did,  so  were  mercurial  frictions 
more  strictly  enjoined,  till  he  was  at 
length  seized  with  palpitation  of  the 
heart,  frequent  syncope,  and  sudden 
death  *. 

On  examination  of  the  body,  there 
was  not  the  most  trifling  vestige  of  dis- 
ease to  be  observed. 

* Here  the  surgeon  mistook  the  pains  arising  from 
imprudence  in  allowing  the  patient  to  expose  himself 
to  a moist  atmosphere,  whilst  yet  debilitated  and 
under  the  influence  of  mercury,  and  attributed  them 
to  secondary  symptoms ; an  error  which  I am  per* 
suaded  is  too  common. 
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Mr.  Howard  mentions  cases,  in  which 
the  disease  itself  suddenly  caused  a fatal 
termination:  in  one  of  Mr.  H.’s  cases, 
however,  I feel  convinced  the  remedy, 
and  not  the  original  complaint,  was  in 
fault:  the  latter  part  of  the  case  runs 
thus  : “ the  disease  continued  to  make 
its  ravages  in  spite  of  every  thing  that 
was  done,  till  it  destroyed  him:  death 
taking  place  before  his  mouth  could  be 
properly  affected.  This  person  had  an 
uncommon  degree  of  irritability  and 
restlessness,  which  mark  a very  improper 
effect  of  mercury  on  the  constitution.’' 
Now,  these  are  precisely  the  symp- 
toms which  characterize  the  abuse  of 
mercury.  In  this,  and  in  all  fatal  cases 
after  a tedious  course  of  mercury,  in- 
ducing extreme  debility  and  great  nerv- 
ous derangement,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
the  action  of  the  heart  is  secondarily 
affected  by  a long- continued  state  of 
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morbid  excitement,  communicated 
through  the  medium  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem; and  finally,  causing  death  by  para- 
lysis of  that  organ  upon  whose  perma- 
nent motion  the  existence  of  the  vital 
principle  constantly  hinges. 

It  sometimes  happens,  that  a very 
violent  salivation  breaks  out  suddenly 
in  cases  which  had  long  previously  re- 
sisted mercurial  action : this  circum- 
stance, however,  can  generally  be  traced 
to  some  evident  cause;  such  as  after  ex- 
posure to  the  open  air,  free  living,  and 
much  exercise,  the  patient,  whether  from 
necessity  or  choice,  changing  his  habits 
for  a more  steady  life,  and  confining  him- 
self to  bed,  or  an  apartment,  in  which 
the  air  was  close.  Of  the  truth  of  which 
the  following  are  striking  illustrations. 

A gentleman,  some  years  ago,  was 
under  my  care  in  the  Mediterranean,  for 
the  cure  of  a venereal  affection.  He 
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was  a free  liver,  and  took  much  exercise 
on  shore;  and  although  he  had  been 
taking  mercury  for  fourteen  weeks,  yet 
its  action  upon  the  salivary  glands  and 
upon  the  disease  was  perceptible  only. 
At  length,  being  obliged,  from  debility, 
to  confine  himself  to  bed,  a violent  and 
sudden  ptyalism  took  place,  and  the 
venereal  symptoms  immediately  disap  - 
peared. 

Subsequently  to  this,  in  the  East  In- 
dies, a gentleman  came  under  my  care 
for  the  cure  of  a severe  hepatic  affection: 
his  former  medical  attendant  had  given 
him  mercury  to  great  extent,  without 
being  able  to  affect  his  mouth,  or  bring 
about  any  change  in  his  complaint.  I 
confined  him  to  bed,  when  almost  imme- 
diately a copious  ptyalism  was  the  result, 
and  his  disease  as  quickly  ceased  to  be 
an  inconvenience. 

I once  witnessed  a phenomenon  of  so 
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extraordinary  a nature,  arising  from  mer- 
cury having  been  continued  for  an  unne- 
cessarily long  time,  in  an  apartment 
where  the  air  was  close,  that  the  descrip- 
tion of  it  here  will,  at  least,  be  inte- 
resting. 

A patient  on  board  a ship  of  war  was 
put  under  an  extremely  tedious  course  of 
mercury,  exhibited  both  by  the  mouth 
and  by  means  of  friction. 

At  length  he  was  so  affected  by  the 
medicine,  that  the  most  abominable 
fetor  issued  from  him;  his  tongue  was 
enormously  swollen,  and  projected  out- 
side of  his  mouth,  and  extensive  slough- 
ing of  the  gums  took  place.  Several 
other  patients,  for  different  complaints, 
not  requiring  mercury,  surrounded  him 
in  a confined  sick-bertli,  all  of  whom  be- 
came affected  by  the  mercurial  odour, 
and  some  were  dangerously  salivated ! 

When,  as  it  sometimes  happens,  a 
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violent  ptyalism  breaks  out  unexpectedly, 
a strong  decoction  of  Peruvian  bark,  with 
a little  alum,  will  constitute  a useful 
gargle ; and  exposure  to  a cool  dry  atmo- 
sphere, as  recommended  by  Mr.  Pearson, 
when  speaking  of  cases  threatening  a 
fatal  tendency  from  the  abuse  of  mercury, 
will  be  found  highly  beneficial.  But  the 
symptoms  which  Mr.  Pearson  points  out 
as  presaging  a fatal  result,  and  which  I 
have  also  observed,  will  never  arise,  I 
am  persuaded,  from  the  system  being 
suddenly  affected  by  large  doses  : it  is 
only  from  reiterated  action  of  the  nerv- 
ous upon  the  vascular,  and  the  vascular 
upon  the  nervous  systems,  and  that  by 
long- continued  small  irritating  doses, 
that  mercury  acts  as  a poison,  gradually 
unhinging  all  the  important  organs,  till 
at  length  the  vital  spark  is  annihilated. 


THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


Further  Inquiry  into  profuse  Ptyalism 
and  Hyper  catharsis. 

Violent  salivation  being  a state  which 
sometimes  follows  a course  of  mercury, 
the  administration  of  that  medicine,  in 
large  doses , has  been  presumed  by  inex- 
perienced persons,  as  a mode  the  most 
likely  to  induce  inordinate  and  extraor- 
dinary action  in  the  salivary  glands.  And 
from  the  well  known  powerfully  purga- 
tive and  drastic  qualities  of  but  a few 
grains  of  calomel  taken  into  the  stomach, 
it  was  sufficiently  analogous  to  infer, 
that  any  increase  to  the  dose  of  this  me- 
dicine would  be  the  surest  means  where- 
by to  multiply  its  effects*.  These  in- 

* If  scruple  doses  of  mercury  should  cause  vio- 
lent purging,  or  hyper  catharsis,  a state  which  I have 
never  observed  from  this  practice,  a little  opium  may 
be  added;  otherwise  its  use  is  not  only  unnecessary, 
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Terences  were  but  too  natural  not  to  ex- 
cite strong  prejudices  against  large  doses 
of  the  submuriate  of  mercury  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  venereal  disease. 

A very  little  experience,  however, 
would  be  sufficient  to  convince  even  the 
most  sceptical,  that  although  somewhat 
at  variance  with  the  laws  of  cause  and 
effect,  large  doses  of  calomel  never  cause 
great  purging  ; indeed,  the  purgative 
effects  of  the  medicine  appear  to  decrease 
in  a given  ratio  after  eight  or  ten  grains. 

And  as  relates  to  violent  ptyalism,  I 
can  safely  aver,  from  pretty  extensive  ex- 
perience, such  a state  is  infinitely  less 

but  may  be  injurious  by  acting  as  a sedative  on  the 
absorbent  system : for  we  are  aware,  that  every  func- 
tional operation  suffers  a diminished  action  during  the 
existence  of  narcotic  influence.  Hence,  if  the  admi- 
nistration of  opium  tend  to  lessen  nervous  energy, 
which  is  the  chief  agent  in  every  faculty,  it  will,  by 
the  same  rule,  lessen  the  power  of  the  absorbents,  and, 
consequently,  mercurial  action. 
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common  from  large  doses  of  calomel, 
than  from  a protracted  course  of  mer- 
cury, in  whatever  form  exhibited.  These 
circumstances  have  been  well  and  long 
known  to  public  practitioners  in  the  army 
and  navy  employed  in  tropical  countries; 
and  the  same  system  of  exhibiting  mer- 
cury in  urgent  cases,  has  occasionally 
been  followed  in  our  own  climate. 

But  a very  few  years  ago,  howeve&yy 
practitioners  generally  would  have  been  i-S&r 
shocked  with  the  veiy  idea  of  a scruple 
dose  of  calomel;  and  even  now  in  France 
such  doses  excite  fear  and  wonder. 

When  ptyalism  suddenly  takes  place 
previously  to  the  patient’s  being  debili- 
tated by  a long  continued  course  of  mer- 
cury, there  is  no  danger;  yet  the  state 
of  copious  salivation  being  always  a 
distressing  one,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that 
our  means  of  controlling  it  are  not  more 
certain  and  powerful : many  remedies 
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have  been  spoken  of,  and  some  have 
been  employed  with  advantage  in  lessen- 
ing the  miseries  attendant  upon  a sore 
mouth ; but  nothing  as  yet,  capable  of 
specifically  altering  this  state,  has  been 
ascertained.  Sometimes  the  mouth  is  so 
extremely  painful  and  tender,  that  any 
thing  coming  in  contact  with  it,  greatly 
aggravates  the  patient’s  sufferings  before 
the  application  could  have  time  to  ope- 
rate favourably. 

Amongst  the  various  remedies  em- 
ployed for  arresting  ptyalism,  purgatives, 
sulphur,  opium,  acid,  or  astringent  gar- 
gles, and  blisters,  are  most  conspicu- 
ous*; and  have  all  occasionally  proved, 
more  or  less,  serviceable : purgatives, 

* A continental  surgeon  (M.  Somere),  recommends 
the  acetate  of  lead  as  the  best  means  of  stopping  a 
ptyalism;  the  pure  acetate  is  to  be  applied  by  means 
of  a hair  pencil. 

Tar  has  also  been  lately  recommended  as  an  useful 
application  to  ulcerated  gums  from  mercury. 
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by  removing  the  determination  of  the 
fluids;  sulphur  upon  the  same  principle, 
but  by  directing  its  influence  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  body ; opium,  by  its  sedative 
action  upon  the  glands  themselves ; gar- 
gles, by  constringing  the  parts,  as  it 
were,  and  thereby  reducing  or  tranquil- 
lizing the  state  of  excitation  present  in 
the  salivary  glands,  whilst  blisters  act  by 
exciting  counter  irritation. 
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EXPERIMENTS, 

ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  OPERATION  OF 

MERCURY. 

4th  September  1823, 

Experiment  I. — A well  grown  dog, 
about  one  year  and  a half  old,  had  a 
scruple  of  calomel,  mixed  in  a little 
honey,  placed  on  his  tongue,  which  he 
swallowed.  In  a quarter  of  an  hour  after 
he  became  sick,  and  vomited : he  was 
not  purged  in  the  night,  and  ate  willingly 
in  the  morning ; from  which  it  was  in- 
ferred the  calomel  had  been  brought  up. 

5th.  At  half  past  ten,  A.  M.  gave 
him  twenty -five  grains  of  calomel  in  a 
little  butter. 

6th.  Has  not  been  sick  at  stomach,  or 
purged,  since  the  last  dose:  he  appears 
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dull  and  stupid;  there  is  a watery  dis- 
charge from  the  nostrils,  and  he  refuses 
this  morning  to  take  food,  in  which 
twenty- five  more  grains  of  calomel  were 
mixed. 

7th.  At  seven,  P.  M.  Had  not  touch- 
ed the  meat;  he  was  sick  at  stomach, 
but  not  purged  since  the  5tli,  when  he 
had  one  copious  evacuation  only  : his 
mouth  does  not  appear  affected,  and  he 
is  again  lively.  Two  scruples  of  calomel 
were  given. 

8th.  Eats  nothing  : he  is  much  fallen 
away,  and  still  constipated:  two  more 
scruples  of  calomel. 

9th.  Vomited  in  the  night  ; dis- 
charges saliva  in  small  quantity;  neither 
eats  nor  drinks;  still  constipated. 

10th.  Great  debility,  and  total  apathy 

4 

to  every  thing  in  the  form  of  food  or 
drink ; lies  usually  on  his  back ; the 
limbs  appear  paralytic,  and  there  is  a 
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peculiar  twitching  in  the  muscles  of  the 
face,  demonstrable  of  much  nervous  de- 
rangement. 

lltli.  But  little  alteration  of  symp- 
toms ; still  refuses  to  eat. 

l‘2th.  Slight  discharge  of  saliva  from 
the  mouth  and  nostrils ; forced  down  two 
scruples  of  calomel. 

13th.  Had  one  copious  alvine  evacu- 
ation, mixed  with  bile;  still  refuses  to 
eat;  great  emaciation. 

14th.  Gums  a good  deal  inflamed, 
but  the  flow  of  saliva  is  very  trifling;  no 
particular  increase  of  the  nervous  de- 
rangement. 

Subm.  hyd.  3j.  confect,  opii  gr.  xij. 

15th.  No  perceptible  alteration. 

16th.  Repeated  the  mercury  to  the 
same  extent,  without  the  confection. 

17th.  No  perceptible  change,  except 
a greater  degree  of  emaciation;  still 
averse  to  every  description  ol  food. 
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18th.  Great  fetor  from  the  mouth, 
but  scarcely  any  discharge  of  saliva ; a 
tremulous  motion  in  the  ears,  with  con- 
stant twitcliings  of  the  muscles  of  the 
face ; two  more  scruples  of  mercury. 

19th.  Died  in  the  morning. 

Dissection.  Cadavre  extremely  ema- 
ciated ; tongue  and  fauces  dark  coloured, 
as  if  in  a state  of  approaching  gangrene. 
A section  was  made  from  the  inferior 
part  of  the  trachea  to  the  inferior  abdo- 
minal region ; the  integuments  were  re- 
flected back,  the  sternum,  and  part  of 
the  ribs  were  removed,  and  the  whole  of 
the  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera  were 
brought  into  view.  There  were  marks  of 
inflammation  in  the  lungs,  but  no  traces 
of  disorganization  in  their  structure;  the 
right  auricle  of  the  heart  was  completely 
filled  with  dark  coloured  coagulated 
blood. 

The  veins  were  generally  distended. 
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but  the  pulmonaries  were  gorged,  and 
those  of  the  stomach,  in  particular,  were 
beautifully  injected.  The  external  coat 
of  the  stomach  and  intestines  exhibited 
one  uniform  appearance  of  inflammation; 
the  liver  was  particularly  dark  coloured, 
and  readily  broke  down  under  the  fingers. 
On  examining  the  stomach  internally,  its 
rugse  were  much  contracted,  and  between 
them  the  last  dose  of  calomel  was  found 
in  its  natural  state.  Some  slight  patches 
of  inflammation  were  observable  about 
the  pyloric  orifice. 

The  par  vagum  and  great  sympa- 
thetic nerves  were  next  dissected  for ; in 
process  of  which  the  cellular  membrane, 
wherein  they  were  veiled,  was  highly 
vascular,  and  reflected  the  same  appear- 
ance upon  the  nerves.  On  freeing  them, 
however,  from  the  surrounding  parts, 
their  colour  was  perfectly  natural.  The 
mesenteric  glands,  and  the  conglobates 
of  the  neck,  were  evidently  enlarged. 
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23  c/  Nov.  1823. 

Experiment  II. — A moderately  grown 
dog,  of  about  six  months  old,  had  half  an 
ounce  of  strong  mercurial  ointment,  con- 
taining ten  grains  of  camphor,  rubbed 
over  the  abdomen,  and  on  the  inside  of 
the  thighs,  where  the  hair  was  thin;  he 
also  had,  by  the  mouth,  a drachm  of 
calomel  made  into  the  form  of  a bolus, 

with  a little  confection  of  hips. 

% 

24th.  Was  sick  in  the  night,  but  no 
purging;  refuses  to  eat. 

25th.  A dull  stupid  appearance,  nei- 
ther purging  nor  sickness  at  the  stomach ; 
half  a drachm  of  calomel. 

26th.  Strong  mercurial  fetor ; ex- 
tremely dull;  eyes  fixed,  and  glassy;  still 
refuses  to  eat,  but  drank  a little  water 
to-day;  half  a drachm  of  calomel. 

27th.  Mouth  very  much  affected ; ex- 
treme debility. 
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28th.  Died  in  the  morning. 

Examination.  On  exposing  the  tho- 
racic and  abdominal  viscera,  there  were 
general  appearances  of  inflammation ; 
the  liver  was  rather  soft,  and  appeared 
enlarged.  The  gall  bladder  was  dis- 
tended with  dark  green  bile.  The  glands 
were  generally  enlarged : the  parotids 

and  submaxillary  particularly  so.  The 
stomach  contained  a large  quantity  of 
recently-formed  bile ; much  inflammation 
about  the  cardiac  orifice  ; rugae  particu- 
larly large,  and  lying  in  close  contact 
with  each  other,  from  contraction  of  the 
stomach. 


23c?  Nov.  i 823. 

Experiment  III.  — A middle-sized 
dog,  of  about  twelve  months  old,  had  one 
drachm  of  calomel,  made  into  a bolus 
with  a little  confection  of  hips,  given  to 
him  ; and  half  an  ounce  of  strong  mercu- 
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rial  ointment,  containing  ten  grains  of 
camphor,  was  rubbed  over  the  abdomen 
before  a fire. 

24tli.  Refuses  to  eat  or  drink;  was 
sick  at  stomach  in  the  night,  but  not 
purged. 

25th.  No  appearance  of  the  stomach 
or  bowels  having  been  affected ; appears 
lethargic;  half  a drachm  of  calomel. 

26th.  Rather  lively  again ; no  appear- 
ance of  vomiting  or  purging  having  taken 
place  in  the  night ; drank  some  water, 
but  still  refuses  to  eat ; considerable  fetor 
from  the  mouth;  half  a drachm  of  ca- 
lomel. 

27th.  No  particular  change,  except 
the  mouth  being  somewhat  more  af- 
fected. 

28th.  Mouth  very  much  affected. 

29th.  No  perceptible  alteration. 

30th.  Eyes  sunk  and  immoveable ; 
neither  eats  nor  drinks ; mouth  much 
swollen. 
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1st.  Dec*.  Extremely  debilitated. 

2d  and  3d.  No  perceptible  alteration. 

4th.  Died. 

Examination.  On  exposing  the  tho- 
racic and  abdominal  viscera,  great  tur- 
gescence  of  the  veins  appeared;  right 
auricle  particularly  distended.  Liver 
soft,  but  less  so  than  those  which  I had 
previously  examined ; gall  bladder  full  of 
bile ; intestines  somewhat  inflamed  ex- 
ternally ; the  stomach  contained  a large 
quantity  of  recently-formed  bile,  and 
bore  slight  traces  of  inflammation  *. 


17 th  Nov . 1823. 

Experiment  IV.  — A small  sized 
young  dog  had  given  to  him  in  the  morn- 

* This  dog  was  eleven  days  without  eating  or 
drinking,  except  on  one  occasion,  a few  spoonfuls  of 
water ; from  which  it  is  pretty  clear  the  animal  died 
from  inanition,  and  the  effects  of  cold ; the  mercury 
having  nothing  further  to  do  with  it  than  predispose  to 
the  latter  state,  and  destroy  the  appetite. 
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ing  a scruple  of  calomel,  mixed  in 
crumbs  of  bread,  which  produced  sick- 
ness of  stomach  and  vomiting — no  stool. 
The  same  quantity  was  given  at  bed- 
time ; and,  on  the  following  morning, 
there  did  not  appear  any  thing  to  induce 
the  belief  that  vomiting  had  occurred  in 
the  night. 

18th.  Another  scruple  this  morning; 
which,  in  about  an  hour  after,  excited 
vomiting,  and  two  loose  but  scanty 
stools  were  voided.  Another  scruple  was 
repeated,  a few  minutes  after  it  was  re- 
ceived into  the  stomach. 

1 9th.  One  stool  in  the  night;  five 
grains  of  calomel.  This  did  not  occasion 
vomiting,  and  produced  three  stools : 
the  same  quantity  was  repeated  at  bed- 
time. 

20th.  Several  loose  stools ; the  ani- 
mal greatly  dejected  ; refuses  food,  and 
appears  to  care  but  little  about  water. 

G 
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The  five  grain  closes  were  continued 
twice  daily,  till  the  23d ; no  other 
change  being  observable  than  frequent 
purging  of  bilious  matter,  and  a great 
degree  of  nervous  derangement.  The 
dose  was  now  increased  to  ten  grains 
twice  daily. 

24tli.  Stools  reduced  both  in  number 
and  quantity ; the  matter  voided  is  bi- 
lious : fifteen  grains  of  calomel  in  the 
evening.  There  is  now  great  emaciation, 
and  considerable,  but  not  excessive, 
thirst. 

25th.  Dead  *. 

On  examination  of  the  thoracic  and 
abdominal  viscera,  there  was  not  the 
slightest  appearance  of  disease.  The 
glands,  but  particularly  the  parotids, 
were  very  much  enlarged.  The  great 

* One  hundred  and  seventy  grains  of  calomel  were 
given  to  this  animal  in  seven  days,  without  producing 
ptyalism  or  violent  purging. 
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sympathetic  and  par  vagum  were  mi- 
nutely examined,  and  exhibited  nothing 
unnatural. 


20 th  November  1823. 

Experiment  V. — A small  but  full- 
grown  dog  had  five  grains  of  calomel 
twice  daily,  till  the  evening  of  the  22d, 
when  ten  grains  were  given. 

23d.  Several  stools,  consisting  of 
scarcely  any  thing  but  mucus  and  bile, 
of  different  colours,  here  and  there 
streaked  with  blood.  The  ten  grain 
doses  to  be  continued. 

24th.  Stools  less  frequent  and  co- 
pious ; fifteen  grains  of  calomel.  Great 
emaciation,  slight  thirst,  but  total  aver- 
sion to  food. 

» 

25th.  The  action  of  the  mercury  is 
now  evident,  by  soreness  of  the  mouth 
and  swelling  of  the  gums  : the  breath  is 
also  exceedingly  fetid. 

o 2 


84 


A TREATISE  ON 


26th.  Several  very  scanty  stools,  of 
the  colour  and  consistence  of  tar,  in  the 
course  of  the  night.  A scruple  of  calo- 
mel was  given,  and  two  drachms  of  cam- 
phorated mercurial  ointment  were  rub- 
bed over  the  hypogastric  and  inguinal 
regions ; in  the  evening  the  calomel  was 
repeated,  to  the  extent  of  ten  grains. 

27th.  The  dog  appeared  so  near 
death  this  morning,  that  more  mercury 
was  deemed  unnecessary. 

On  the  28th,  this  dog  died  : he  was 
examined  in  the  evening,  and  the  stomach 
was  the  only  organ  that  manifested  dis- 
eased action ; the  mucous  coat  being 
almost  entirely  destroyed,  and  the  rugae 
so  much  softened  as  to  be  readily  scrap- 
ed away  with  the  nail.  The  gall  bladder 
was  distended  with  green  viscid  bile; 
the  liver  somewhat  softer  than  in  the 
case  of  the  last  dog,  but  by  no  means 
indicating  unhealthy  action.  The  par 
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vagum  and  great  lymphatic  nerves  were 
perfectly  natural. 

20 th  Nov.  1823. 

Experiment  VI. A strong  well- 

sized bitch  had  five  grains  of  calomel 
twice  a day,  till  the  evening  of  the  2 2d ; 
she  was,  during  this  time,  very  much 
purged,  passing  large  quantities  of  mu- 
cus and  bile  ; but  there  was  no  sickness 
of  stomach  : — ten  grains  were  now  given. 

23d.  Still  greatly  purged  ; the  mat- 
ter voided  is  streaked  with  blood.  The 
ten  grains  to  be  repeated  morning  and 
evening. 

24th.  Stools  less  frequent ; the  quan- 
tity of  matter  voided  is  also  less  con- 
siderable. Half  a drachm  of  calomel. 

25th.  No  purging : ptyalism  and 

complete  loss  of  appetite ; she  is  also 
much  reduced  in  size. 

26th,  Great  swelling  of  the  lips  and 

G 3 


86 


A TREATISE  ON 


face ; breath  very  fetid.  The  matter 
passed  by  stool  now  is  scanty,  and  has 
a dark-green  appearance.  A scruple  of 
calomel  to  be  given,  and  two  drachms 
of  camphorated  mercurial  ointment  to 
be  rubbed  over  that  part  of  the  abdomen 
upon  which  the  hair  is  thin. 

27th.  The  calomel  and  ointment  to 
be  repeated  to  the  same  extent  in  the 
morning,  and  half  a drachm  of  calomel 
in  the  evening. 

28th.  Extreme  debility ; face  greatly 
swollen. 

29th.  Died. 

On  examination  of  the  thoracic  vis- 
cera, there  was  no  appearance  of  disease 
except  turgescence  of  the  veins  • the 
right  auricle  of  the  heart  was  particularly 
distended.  The  viscera  of  the  abdomen 
did  not,  at  first  sight,  exhibit  any  thing 
like  disease.  The  liver,  however,  on 
minute  examination,  was  found  to  be 
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much  softer  than  natural ; the  gall  blad- 
der was  full  of  dark  viscid  bile,  and  the 
intestines  were  slightly  reddened  in  dif- 
ferent parts,  externally.  The  stomach 
was  much  contracted, — its  internal  coat 
bore  marks  of  inflammation,  and  the 
rugae  were  much  increased  in  size.  The 
mesenteric,  parotids,  and  submaxillary 
glands  were  very  much  enlarged. 

The  par  vagum  and  great  sympathetic 
were  carefully  examined,  but  nothing 
like  inflammation  appeared,  although  the 
eye  was  assisted  by  a good  microscope. 

12 th  December , 1823. 

Experiment  VII.-— At  10  P.  M.  a 
small  young  dog  had  two  drachms  of 
calomel,  in  the  form  of  boluses,  which, 
or  the  greater  part  of  which,  he  soon 
after  rejected  ; its  effects,  however,  con- 
tinued, as  he  was  frequently  sick  at 
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stomach,  and  two  or  three  times  purged 
in  the  night. 

] 3th.  He  was  a little  duller,  but  not 
otherwise  altered  in  appearance.  Ten 
grains  of  corrosive  sublimate,  mixed  with 
a little  bread  and  milk,  were  given  to 
him,  which  he  ate,  and  soon  after  re- 
jected*. Ten  more  grains  were  given 
to  him,  on  a little  liver;  this  he  also 
rejected  almost  immediately  after  its  be- 
ing received  into  the  stomach. 

14th.  Very  little  alteration  in  appear- 
ance, except  being  somewhat  duller ; he 
is  also  disinclined  to  eat  bread  and  milk, 
which  was  offered  to  him.  Ten  more 
grains  of  corrosive  sublimate  was  placed 
on  some  slices  of  liver : he  ate  the 
greater  part  of  this  in  the  course  of  the 

* I was  anxious  to  ascertain  in  this  case,  whether 
large  doses  of  corrosive  sublimate  would  not  kill  the 
animal  sooner,  and  exhibit  appearances  after  death 
different  from  those  observed  ^fter  large  doses  of  ca- 
lomel. 
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day,  and  was  frequently  sick  at  sto- 
mach. 

15th.  No  appearance  of  ptyalism, 
nor  is  there  much  purging.  Refuses  to 
eat  or  drink  any  thing  offered.  Had  a 
solution  of  ten  more  grains  poured  down. 

16th.  Slight  ptyalism,  and  very  dull. 

17th.  Mouth  still  more  affected ; the 
breath  very  fetid. 

This  dog’s  mouth  became  gradually 
more  affected  till  the  20th,  when  he  died. 

On  exposing  the  lungs,  there  ap- 
peared much  inflammation,  as  well  on 
the  pleura  as  in  their  substance.  The 
viscera  of  the  abdomen  were  generally 
inflamed  ; the  intestines  and  stomach, 
even  externally,  were  particularly  so  : 
internally,  the  stomach  bore  marks  of 
violent  inflammation,  and  several  patches 
of  ulceration  had  commenced.  The  gall 
bladder  was,  as  usual,  distended  with 
bile ; but  the  liver  was  less  soft  and 
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brittle  than  in  the  other  cases.  The 
glands  did  not  appear  so  large  as  in 
those  ot  the  other  dogs.  The  par  vaguin 
and  great  sympathetic  exhibited  nothing 
new. 


OBSERVATIONS 

ON  THE  PRECEDING  EXPERIMENTS. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  pub- 
lished a great  many  experiments  on  dogs ; 
for  the  purpose,  if  possible,  of  knowing 
how  far  large  doses  of  calomel  were 
likely  to  be  detrimental  or  dangerous  in 
the  human  subject ; and  also  upon  what 
principle  they  acted,  if  such  were  found 

i 

to  be  the  case;  but  it  appears  to  me, 
from  what  has  already  been  observed,  in 
exhibiting  large  doses,  that  the  great 
object  for  which  these  experiments  were 
commenced  has  been  fully  realized  *,  and 
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such  being  the  case,  I feel  that  a greater 
extent  of  proof  would  only  unnecessarily 
swell  out  the  work.  As  to  the  death 
of  the  unfortunate  brutes,  which  be- 
came victims  to  the  investigation,  I 
hold  that  a fanciful  crime  only,  as  long 
as  the  investigation  contributes  to  the 
prolongation  of  human  life  and  human 
happiness. 

The  most  important  part  of  the  in- 
quiry, for  which  experiments  were 
deemed  necessary,  was  made  to  prove 
whether  a very  large  dose  of  calomel 
was  capable  of  acting  directly  or  indi- 
rectly as  a poison ; and  I think  it  has 
been  satisfactorily  shown,  by  the  in- 
stances recorded,  that  no  fatal  result  is 
to  be  apprehended  from  calomel,  how- 
ever extravagant  the  dose.  And  that 
death,  in  every  case  of  the  foregoing 
experiments,  with  the  exception  of  the 
last,  was  from  inanition;  the  animals 
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having  all  lived  as  long  as  they  could 
have  done  without  food,  if  even  no 
mercury  had  been  given.  The  loss  of 
appetite  and  traces  of  inflammation  were 
universal,  and  decidedly  attributable  to 
the  mercury;  the  former  directly  and 
the  latter  indirectly ; the  inflammatory 
state  arising  more  particularly  from  the 
medicine  predisposing  to  cold.  In  all 
these  cases,  however,  even  approaching 
to  dissolution,  life  might  have  been  pre- 
served by  conveying  food  into  the  sto- 
mach, and  providing  against  the  conse- 
quences of  damp  and  moisture ; mea- 
sures which  common  sense  would  always 
dictate  the  propriety  of  in  man. 
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WHETHER  MERCURY  EFFECTS  STRUCTURAL 
CHANGES  IN  NERVES. 

It  has  been  asserted,  that  mercury 
is  capable  of  inducing  inflammation  in 
the  structure  of  nerves  * ; and  that 
the  commencement  of  its  operation  is 
effected  through  the  medium  of  the  great 
sympathetic,  gradually  extending  its  in- 
fluence from  thence  to  the  other  nerves, 
and  in  proportion  to  their  distance  from 
it.  It  is  not  new  for  the  great  sympa- 
thetic and  par  vagum  to  be  looked  upon 
as  the  active  or  primary  agents  in  parti  - 
ticular  deviations  from  the  natural  func- 
tions of  the  nervous  system. 

On  the  contrary,  such  opinions  have 
been  promulgated  long  before  the  obser- 

i 

vations,  which  I have  alluded  to,  were 
made.  But  to  ascertain  the  fact,  whe- 


* See  Swan’s  Inquiry  into  the  Action  of  Mercury. 
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tlier  mercury  does  ever  induce  visible 
effects  upon  the  substance  of  a nerve, 
without  prematurely  condemning  an  idea 
which  I must  confess,  to  me,  appeared 
rather  extraordinary,  I very  minutely 
examined  the  great  sympathetic  and  par 
vagum,  in  most  of  which  examinations  I 
was  assisted  by  my  friend,  Mr.  Thomas 
Reid  ; but  no  such  thing  as  inflammation 
in  either  of  these  nerves  appeared,  al- 

i \ 

though  microscopical  glasses  were  em- 
ployed. The  cellular  membrane  sur- 
rounding the  nerves  did  appear  highly 
coloured  in  general ; but  on  removing 
this  and  the  nervous  sheath  formed  by 
this  membrane,  the  appearance  of  the 
nerves  themselves  was  invariably  and 
perfectly  natural. 

It  admits  of  no  doubt,  that  the  ner- 
vous system  suffers  particularly  by  the 
abuse  of  mercury  : indeed,  loss  of  appe- 
tite, the  peculiar  appearance  of  the  eye, 
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and  twitching  of  different  muscles,  so 
generally  observable  towards  death  in 
animals  which  had  been  a long  time 
under  the  influence  of  this  medicine,  is 
sufficiently  demonstrable  of  this.  But  I 
consider  it  a never  varying  fact,  that 
nervous  influence  is  the  result  of  means 
not  visible : what  these  means  are  has 
long  beeii  a disputed  point,  the  discus- 
sion of  which  would  be  of  little  or  no 
importance  here. 


PREPARATORY  MEASURES  TO  THE  ADMINI- 
STRATION OF  MERCURY. 

It  lias  been  asserted,  that  the  action 
of  mercury  may  be  greatly  expedited  by 
some  previous  preparation  of  the  indivi- 
dual  about  to  undergo  a mercurial 
course  ; an  assertion  which  appears  well 
warranted  by  experience,  although  no 
explanation  of  the  principle  upon  which 
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the  propriety  of  such  preparation  is 
founded  has  yet  been  given.  And  this, 
like  many  of  our  useful  maxims,  is  the 
result  of  the  observation  of  persons  who 
satisfy  themselves  rather  by  witnessing 
and  recollecting  extraordinary  pheno- 
mena, than  by  endeavouring  to  ascertain 
the  nature  of  the  secret  causes  by  which 
such  phenomena  are  induced. 

It  will  here  be  an  object  to  point  out, 
in  as  brief  a manner  as  possible,  the 
nature  of  the  preparation  alluded  to, 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  such 
a proceeding  may  be  advisable.  For, 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  preparatory 
measures  to  the  administration  of  mer- 
cury is  neither  proper  nor  necessary  in 
the  generality  of  venereal  cases  which 
we  meet  with,  qualification  to  our  ob- 
servations here  becomes  the  more  ne- 
cessary. 

Blood-letting  has  long  been  spoken 
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of  as  a means  capable  of  expediting  the 
action  of  mercury ; and  this  is  not  only 
a truth,  as  the  observation  applies  to 
disease  generally,  but  a truth  which  is 
well  known  to  every  attentive  practi- 
tioner who  has  served  abroad,  where  a 
vast  proportion  of  the  prevailing  diseases 
are  treated  by  the  lancet  and  mercury ; 
the  former  being  considered,  in  general, 
a necessary  precursor  to  the  successful 
operation  of  the  latter.  When  an  in- 
creased action  in  the  blood-vessels  and 
consequent  distention  takes  place,  dimi- 
nution of  diameter  in  the  absorbents,  or 
obstruction  from  pressure  of  the  sur- 
rounding vessels,  if  not  diminution  of 
diameter,  will  be  the  consequence  in 
certain  parts  of  those  vessels.  And  the 
fact  of  blood-letting  under  circum- 
stances of  plethora  and  febrile  irritation 
so  quickly  influencing  the  operation  of 
mercury  whose  powers  had  been  pre- 
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viously  resisted,  stands  forward,  I think, 
as  incontrovertible  testimony  of  the  rea- 
lity of  the  causes  to  which  I have  as- 
signed this  particular  result.  As  might 

# 

be  anticipated  it  priori , the  distended 
vessels  being  unloaded  by  the  operation 
of  venesection,  full  play  is  permitted  to 
the  absorbents  ; the  veins  too,  which, 
from  the  late  important  discoveries  of 
M.  Magendie , we  know,  possess  an  ab- 
sorbing power,  are,  when  thus  relaxed, 
enabled  to  perform  this  their  additional 
function.  It  is  upon  this  principle  that 
blood-letting  acts  favourably  in  dropsy ; 
a disease  which  formerly  was  supposed 
to  depend  more  upon  debility  than  a 
deficiency  of  power  in  the  absorbent 
vessels. 

Having  now  given  my  opinions  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  blood-letting  acts 
as  an  auxiliary  to  a mercurial  course,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  observe,  that  very 
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few  venereal  cases  indeed,  require  the 
adoption  of  such  precautionary  mea- 
sures. If,  in  addition  to  chancres,  there 
be  gonorrhoea,  with  phymosis,  paraphy- 
mosis,  hernia  humoralis,  bubo,  or  any 
inflammatory  affection,  on  or  about  the 
parts  of  generation,  and  that  the  patient 
is  robust ; then,  and  then  only,  in  my 
opinion,  should  blood-letting  be  prac- 
tised : and  even  under  these  circum- 

stances, the  abstraction  of  blood  topi- 
, will  suffice,  unless  the  local 
tion  be  attended  with  febrile  symp 
It  must  not  be  inferred  from  the  ft 
of  blood-letting  being  an  auxiliary  to  the 
process  of  mercurializing  a full  and  ple- 
thoric subject,  that  an  extremely  low  or 
debilitated  patient  would  be  the  most 
easily  brought  under  the  influence  of 
mercury ; on  the  contrary,  they,  above 
all  others,  are  salivated  with  most  diffi- 
culty. In  the  one  case,  increased  action 
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only  is  to  be  overcome ; whereas,  in  the 
other,  diseased  structure,  requiring  other 
and  very  different  means  from  that  of 
depletion,  is  to  be  contended  with. 


QUANTITY  OF  MERCURY. 

The  mode  of  administering  mercury, 
in  the  treatment  of  the  venereal  disease , 
becomes  the  next,  and  certainly  not 
least  important  part  of  the  subject  under 
consideration. 

We  are  not  acquainted  with  any 
disease,  except  the  venereal,  where- 
in it  is  previously  pronounced  that  the 
patient  must  be  a certain  time  under 
cure ; in  fact,  it  is  a great  object  with  us, 
in  every  other  complaint,  to  effect  a 
cure  as  quickly  as  possible.  What 
would  be  said  of  a practitioner  who 
would  hold  out  the  necessity  of  occa- 
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sionally,  during  a number  of  weeks, 
bleeding  a patient  for  the  cure  of  fever, 
whose  inflammatory  state,  every  one  con- 
nected with  medicine  is  aware,  might 
be  overcome  with  greater  ease  and  safety 
on  the  first  or  second  day  of  the  attack, 
than  at  any  subsequent  period  ? I am 

• t 

acquainted  with  gentlemen  of  consider- 
able professional  fame,  who  say  it  is  one 
of  their  maxims  to  avoid  salivation  if 
possible ; but  these  very  gentlemen,  ac- 
knowledging mercury  to  be  the  specific, 
will  say,  if  interrogated,  that  saturating 
the  system  is  their  object : they  may  be 
brought  to  confess  too,  that  salivation  is 
a test  of  saturation ; and  that  their  pa- 
tients sometimes  become  accidentally 
salivated,  when,  it  is  true,  chancres  ap- 
pear to  heal  more  rapidly  in  conse- 
quence ; yet  they  deny  that  this  is  curing 
the  disease  effectually.  My  own  opinion, 
however,  is,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to 
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persuade  me  to  the  contrary,  that  the 
disappearance  of  the  symptoms  of  any 
disease,  is  the  most  important  step  to- 
wards curing  it. 

If,  for  example,  two  patients,  under 
precisely  the  same  circumstances,  en- 
tered on  means  of  cure  at  the  same  time ; 
the  one  shall  be  put  under  a five  weeks 
course  of  mercury,  so  conducted  as  to 
make  the  mouth  sensibly  affected  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  at  which  time  also  his 
sores  or  other  venereal  symptoms  shall 
have  disappeared.  The  other  patient’s 
mouth  shall  be  affected  in  two  days,  his 
sores  heal  in  four  or  five  after,  and  the 
salivary  glands  continue  in  a state  of 
excitation  for  six  or  eight  days  more.  I 
ask,  which  of  these  patients  is  likely  to 
suffer  most  from  the  effects  of  the  dis- 
ease and  the  remedy  ? why  assuredly,  if 
we  admit  the  venereal  to  be  a disease 
capable  of  acting  upon  the  constitution 
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generally,  we  can  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  the  sooner  that  power  is  de- 
stroyed the  less  injurious  will  be  its 
effects  on  that  constitution ; and  the  re- 
verse of  this,  on  procrastination.  Had 
Mr.  Hunter's  opinions  in  this  respect 
been  more  attended  to  than  his  theories 
respecting  other  parts  of  the  subject,  we 
should,  long  ago,  have  had  a more  fixed 
and  expeditious  plan  of  practice. 

“ If,”  says  Mr.  Hunter,  “ the  power 
of  a chancre  to  contaminate  the  consti- 
tution ; or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  if 
the  quantity  of  the  virus  absorbed  be 
proportional  to  the  size  of  the  chancre 
and  the  time  of  absorption,  which  most 
likely  it  is,  then  whatever  shortens  the 
time  must  diminish  the  power,  or  the 
quantity  of  mercury  must  be  propor- 
tioned to  the  quantity  of  virus  absorbed ; 
then  whatever  lessens  the  quantity  ab- 
sorbed must  proportionally  preserve  the 
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constitution.”  “ If  the  power  of  a 
chancre  in  four  weeks  is  equal  to  four, 
and  the  quantity  of  mercury  necessary  to 
be  given  internally,  both  for  the  cure  of 
the  chancre  and  the  preservation  of  the 
constitution,  is  also  equal  to  four,  then 
whatever  shortens  the  duration  of  the 
chancre  must  lessen  in  the  same  pro- 
portion the  quantity  of  mercury.  Hence 
if  local  applications,  together  with  the 
use  of  mercury,  will  cure  a chancre  in 
three  weeks,  then  it  will  only  be  neces- 
sary to  exhibit  three  fourths  of  the  quan- 
tity of  mercury  internally.”  Thus  Mr. 
Hunter  observes,  that  inasmuch  as  local 
applications  tend  to  shorten  the  duration 
of  a chancre,  they  shorten  the  duration 
of  absorption ; and,  in  this  way,  lessen 
the  necessity  of  continuing  an  internal 
course  of  mercury,  all  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. “ If,  for  example,  four  ounces 
of  mercurial  ointment  will  cure  a chancre 


THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


105 


and  preserve  the  constitution  in  four 
weeks,  three  ounces  will  be  sufficient  to 
preserve  the  constitution,  if  the  cure  of 
the  chancre  be  by  any  other  means  for- 
warded so  as  to  be  effected  in  three 
weeks.” 

We  are  assured  by  Mr.  Hunter,  that 
this  is  not  speculation,  but  the  result  of 
experience,  confirmed  by  the  destruction 
of  the  chancres.  He  further  observes, 
“ For  instance,  one  ounce  of  mercurial 
ointment,  rubbed-in  in  two  days,  will 
have  more  effect  upon  the  constitution 
than  two  ounces  in  ten  days ; and  to 
produce  the  same  effects  in  ten  days,  it 
may  perhaps  be  necessary  to  rub-in  three 
ounces  or  more.” 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bell  expresses  himself 
in  words  to  the  same  effect : Mr.  Geogh- 
egan’s  experience,  too,  gives  strength 
to  this  opinion.  He  expresses  himself 
thus : “ For  I hold  it  as  indisputable, 
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that  the  nearer  the  constitution  is  to  a 
healthy  state,  the  weaker  will  the  effects 
of  the  virus  be,  and  the  more  easy  the 
cure,  et  vice  versa ; but  this  state  is 
rarely  met  with,  and  continues  but  a 
short  time  under  the  abuse  of  mercury/’ 
This  is  certainly  a fact ; and  nothing,  in 
my  opinion,  can  be  more  abusive  and 
glaringly  inconsistent,  than  the  practice 
of  administering  small  and  ineffectual 
doses  of  mercury,  in  the  cure  of  vene- 
real ; allowing  the  constitution  to  become 
habituated  to  its  use,  and  consequently 
insensible  to  the  action  of  the  specific ; 
whilst  the  disease  and  debility  are  ex- 
tending with  destructive  strides. 

Mr.  Hunter’s  doctrines,  on  this  part 
of  the  subject , are  so  consistent  with  my 
own  opinions,  that  it  must  be  permitted 
me  to  make  one  more  extract  from  his 
observations  : 4 4 Mercury  should  be 

given,  if  possible,  so  as  to  produce  sen- 
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sible  effects  upon  some  part  of  the  body, 
and  in  the  largest  quantity  that  can  be 
given  within  certain  bounds  ; and  that 
these  sensible  effects  should  be  the 
means  of  determining  how  far  the  medi- 
cine may  be  pushed  in  order  to  have  its 
best  effects  upon  the  disease  without 
endangering  the  constitution.  The  prac- 
tice here  must  vary  according  to  circum- 
stances ; if  the  disease  is  in  a violent 
degree,  less  regard  must  be  had  to  the 
constitution,  and  the  mercury  is  to  be 
thrown -in  in  larger  quantities  ; but  if  the 
disease  be  mild,  it  is  not  necessary  to  go 
beyond  that  rule,  although  it  is  better 
to  keep  up  to  it,  in  order  to  cure  the 
disease  the  sooner.” 

It  is  clear,  from  all  this,  that  Mr.  Hun- 
ter was  an  advocate  for  curing  the  disease 
with  as  much  despatch  as  possible  ; and 
although  the  plans  laid  down  by  him 
were  not  capable  of  effecting  a very  ra- 
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pid  cure,  yet  his  reasoning  and  sugges- 
tions, in  this  respect,  are  still  incontro- 
vertibly  applicable. 

The  method  of  cure,  which  I am  about 
to  offer,  never  having  been  brought  be- 
fore the  public  till  introduced  by  me,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1818,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Medico-  Chirurgical 
Journal , No.  27  *,  I then  deemed  it 
necessary  to  preface  my  observations  by 
an  explanation  of  the  ideas  which  in- 
fluenced me  in  introducing  this  new  plan 
of  treatment ; but  as  the  explanation 
alluded  to,  might  not  have  been  observed 
by  many  into  whose  hands  this  little 


* About  this  period,  Mr.  Cunningham,  Surgeon 
in  the  Navy,  published  some  cases,  treated  upon 
nearly  the  same  plan  as  those  which  I published  an 
account  of.  Mr.  C.  informs  me,  he  has  long  been  in 
the  habit  of  treating  the  disease  in  this  way ; showing 
a coincidence  of  sentiment  the  more  extraordinary,  as 
it  occurred  between  men  whose  persons  and  opinions 
were  unknown  to  eaqh  other. 
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volume  may  fall,  some  similar  measure 
appears  proper  here  also. 

Here,  however,  it  may  suffice  briefly 
to  observe,  that  I was  first  led  to  the 
administration  of  scruple  doses  of  the 
submuriate  of  mercury  by  reading  Dr. 
James  Johnsons  (then  Mr.  Johnson  s) 
invaluable  work  on  the  Diseases  of  Tro- 
pical Climates ; and  since  that  period, 
now  nearly  eleven  years,  I have  had  very 
extensive  opportunities,  in  different  parts 
of  the  world,  of  observing  upon  the  ex- 
traordinary effects  of  this  medicine,  un- 
der various  circumstances.  By  these 
opportunities,  and  attention,  a series  of 
phenomena  were  presented,  which  suc- 
ceeded to  excite  new  ideas ; ideas  en- 
tirely at  variance  with  the  doctrines  of 
the  day,  and  those  of  our  most  approved 
authors : in  fine,  I became  impressed  with 
an  opinion,  that  the  most  expeditious 
mode  of  treating  syphilis  must  be  the 
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most  effectual  and  simple ; in  this  opi- 
nion, large  doses  of  calomel  readily  sug- 
gested themselves ; and  the  following 
Cases  will,  perhaps,  appear  a pretty  fair 
specimen  whereby  to  judge  how  far  I 
have  or  have  not  succeeded  in  my  ex- 
pectations of  the  advantages  arising  from 
this  mode  of  treatment. 


CASES 

TREATED  BY  LARGE  DOSES  OF  THE 
SUBMURIATE  OF  MERCURY. 

//.  M.  Ship  Prometheus , off  Plymouth , 
September  3,  1817. 

Case  I. — William  Spawton,  marine, 
aetat.  28,  entered  the  sick-list,  for  the 
cure  of  well-marked  venereal  chancres, 
behind  the  corona  glandis,  with  an  ac- 
companying bubo  in  the  right  groin. 

The  sores  were  simply  dressed,  and 
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a scruple  of  the  submuriate  of  mercury 
administered. 

4th.  Had  two  evacuations  in  the 
night ; mouth  not  the  least  affected  ; re- 
peated the  medicine  to  the  same  extent. 
At  7 P.  M.  mouth  not  affected ; had  one 
loose  stool  in  the  course  of  the  day ; re- 
peated the  medicine  with  an  addition  of 
five  grains  of  the  submuriate. 

5th.  Had  no  stool  last  night ; mouth 
very  slightly  affected ; repeated  the  mer- 
cury to  a scruple : at  7 P.  M.  no  stool, 
no  sensible  alteration  in  the  state  of  the 
mouth ; repeated  the  medicine  to  gr.  xv. 

6th.  A moderate  ptyalism  was  now 
produced ; has  not  had  a stool  for  two 
days ; discontinued  the  use  of  the  mer- 
cury. Capiat,  solut.  sulpli.  mag.  5iv. 
At  7 P.  M.  had  one  stool  to-day ; sores 
have  assumed  a healing  disposition ; 
mouth  a little  more  affected ; bubo 
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smaller ; dressed  the  chancres  with  dry 
lint  only. 

7th.  Had  one  stool  in  the  night; 
mouth  (as  he  said)  still  more  affected ; 
one  of  the  chancres  nearly  healed.  At  7 
P.  M.  bowels  regular ; no  particular 
change  in  the  state  of  the  mouth. 

8th.  Had  one  evacuation  in  the  night ; 
no  striking  alteration  in  the  chancres ; 
bubo  disappearing  fast. 

9tli.  Mouth  much  more  affected ; 
spits  freely ; bubo  completely  gone ; had 
two  stools  in  the  night. 

10th.  Mouth  continues  affected  ; 
chancres  rather  inflamed  *. 

11th.  No  particular  change  in  the 
state  of  the  mouth  or  sores. 

* The  patient  was  directed  to  keep  quietly  in  his 
berth,  as  it  was  apprehended  exercise  in  the  open  air 
might  not  only  contribute  to  irritate  the  sores,  but 
heal  the  mouth  also. 
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12th.  Mouth  more  affected ; chancres 
less  irritable  ; bowels  regular. 

13th.  Mouth,  if  any  thing,  more  af- 
fected; sores  greatly  disposed  to  heal. 

14tli.  One  of  the  two  chancres  com- 
pletely healed,  the  other  much  more 
superficial ; bowels  regular ; mouth  still 
considerably  alfected. 

15th.  Chancre  healing  rapidly;  no 
other  evident  alteration  in  the  symptoms. 

16th.  Mouth  less  painful;  chancre 
not  larger  than  a pin’s  head. 

17  th.  Chancre  scarcely  perceptible  ; 
mouth  not  so  considerably  affected  as  it 
had  been. 

18th.  Chancre  completely  healed. — 
On  the  26th  of  September  this  patient 
was  discharged  to  duty,  in  good  health  ; 
his  mouth  being  then  completely  well. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  the 
patient,  on  being  interrogated,  was  can- 
did enough  to  acknowledge  his  having 
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drunk  spirituous  liquors  during  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  mercury ; and  to  this  I at- 
tributed the  irritable  appearance  of  the 
sores  noticed  in  the  case. 

II.  M.  Ship  Prometheus , off  Weymouth, 
10 th  November , 1817. 

Case  II. — Mr. , an  Officer  in  the 

Royal  Navy,  complained  to  me  of  a sore 
on  the  under  and  outer  part  of  the  pre - 
puce , about  the  size  of  a three-penny  silver 
piece  ; which,  he  said,  made  its  appear- 
ance seventeen  days  previously  to  the 
above  date,  in  the  form  of  a small  pus- 
tule, and  which  had  now  all  the  charac- 
teristic marks  of  a true  venereal  chancre. 
After  a purgative  had  cleared  his  bowels, 
gave  him  subm.  hyd.  3j. 

11th.  Had  one  stool  in  the  night; 
feels  a disagreeable  taste  in  the  mouth ; 
repeated  the  medicine  to  the  same  ex- 
tent. At  7 P.  M.  had  one  loose  stool  in 
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the  course  of  the  day ; mouth  a little 
tender ; repeated  the  medicine. 

12th.  Had  one  stool  in  the  night; 
mouth  so  painful  as  to  be  unable  to  eat 
bread ; spits  a little. 

13th.  Mouth  very  painful  ; spits 
freely ; chancre  assumes  a healthy  dis- 
position. 

14th.  Mouth  still  more  affected ; 
bowels  constipated  : hab.  pulv.  jalap  3j. 

15th.  Mouth  much  affected ; an  evi- 
dent diminution  of  size  in  the  chancre ; 
bowels  regular. 

16th.  Mouth  continues  very  much 
affected;  bowels  open;  chancre  con- 
tracting rapidly. 

18th  and  19th.  No  particular  alter- 
ation. 

20th.  Chancre  completely  healed : 
the  mouth  still  remains  a little  affected. 

This  officer  was  cured  by  three  doses 
of  medicine ; and  would  not,  I am  con- 
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vinced,  have  required  so  many,  had  he 
not,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time, 
been  exposed  to  the  open  air,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  duty  *. 

East  Indies. 

H.  M.  Ship  Minden , at  Trincomale , 
10  th  November , 1818. 

Case  III. — Mr. , a young  gentle- 

man, who,  being  on  promotion,  was 
unwilling  to  make  his  disease  publicly 
known,  privately  complained  to  me. 
There  were  several  sores  round  the  glans 
penis , immediately  at  its  attachment  with 
the  prepuce,  which  were  small,  deep,  and 
irregular  at  their  edges,  and  partially 
covered  with  a thick  tenacious  discharge. 

* A few  months  ago,  I had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
versing with  this  gentleman,  on  the  subject  of  his  old 
complaint ; and  he  assured  me  his  health  has  been  ex- 
cellent ever  since  the  time  of  his  having  been  under 
my  care. 
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A scruple  of  calomel  was  given  to 
him  going  to  bed ; which,  having  no 
effect,  was  repeated  to  the  same  extent 
in  the  morning. 

11th.  At  7 P.  M.  mouth  not  the  least 
affected ; repeated  the  medicine  to  grs. 
xxv. 

12th.  Gums  appear  somewhat  in- 
flamed, but  he  does  not  complain  of 
soreness  of  mouth,  nor  is  there  any  par- 
ticular alteration  in  the  state  of  the 
sores.  Subm.  hyd.  9j.  At  7 P.  M.  was 
much  exposed  to  the  sun  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  carrying  on  duty,  and  was  a 
good  deal  troubled  with  griping  and  un- 
easiness in  the  bowels ; the  sores  now 
assume  a healthy  disposition.  Repet. 
subm.  hyd.  9j.  tr.  opii  g*.  xx. 

13th.  Mouth  very  painful;  spits  a 
little ; sores  nearly  healed. 

14th.  Flow  of  saliva  much  increased; 
mouth  painful ; sores  observable  only. 

i 3 
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15th.  Sores  healed ; complains  of 
constipation  : hab.  pulv.  jalap.  C.  9ij. 

16th.  Has  been  fully  purged ; con- 
tinues to  spit  pretty  copiously. 

17th.  Mouth  still  much  affected. 

18th.  No  particular  alteration  since 
yesterday. 

19th.  Still  spits  freely. 

The  mouth  continued  sensibly  affect- 
ed till  the  28th,  when  no  further  notice 
was  taken  of  the  case.  The  patient  oc- 
casionally, during  this  period,  found  it 
necessary  to  take  a purgative. 

H.  M.  Ship  Minden , at  Sea , 
15 th  November , 1818. 

•Case  IV. — Mr. , a young  gentle- 

man, situated  in  precisely  the  same  way 
as  the  one  whose  case  has  been  just  cited, 
complained  to  me  of  three  sores  round 
the  glans,  at  its  attachment  with  the 
prepuce;  observing,  that  he  had  had 
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connexion  with  a suspicious  person  but 
a few  days  previously.  The  sores,  in 
this  case,  were  small  and  superficial ; it 
was  therefore  deemed  advisable  to  dress 
them  with  lint  dipped  in  blue  solution, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
they  were  or  were  not  venereal. 

16th.  Sores  somewhat  deeper,  and 
inclined  to  be  ragged  at  the  edges ; con- 
tinued the  dressing. 

17th.  On  removing  the  dressing,  the 
sores  bled,  and  had  a particularly  irri- 
table appearance.  Subm.  hyd.  3j.  hori 

somni  sumend. 

• * . 

18th.  Mouth  tender;  repet.  doses; 
sores  to  be  dressed  simply. 

19th.  Mouth  painful,  and  spits  freely. 

20th.  Spits  still  more  freely ; face  a 
little  swollen. 

21st.  Soreness  of  the  mouth,  and  flow 

y*  y 

of  saliva,  are,  if  any  thing,  increased ; 
chancres  scarcely  perceptible. 

i 4 
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22d.  Mouth  continues  in  the  same 
state ; sores  healed. 

23d.  Complains  of  constipation ; pil. 
calomel,  gr.  x. 

24th.  Medicine  operated  three  times; 
the  mouth  continues  well  affected. — 
This  gentleman  was  sensible  of  a tender- 
ness in  the  gums  till  the  3d  of  the  fol- 
lowing month. 

Here  the  mercurial  purge  was  not  only 
intended  to  open  the  bowels,  but  to  keep 
up  the  action  of  the  medicine  which  he 
had  taken. 


II.  M.  Skip  Minden , at  Sea, 
2 6th  January , 1819. 

i 

Case  V. — Mr. , a very  free-liver, 

and  of  an  extremely  bad  constitution, 
acquainted  me  of  a sore  upon  the  in- 
ferior surface  of  the  glans,  adjoining  the 
frenum , which  had  been  gradually  in- 
creasing in  size  and  depth  for  a fortnight ; 
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eleven  weeks  having  elapsed  from  the 
time  of  connexion. 

The  sore  was  now  as  large  as  a fin- 
ger’s nail,  deep,  ragged,  and  sloughy : 
I deemed  it  right,  however,  to  try  the 
effects  of  dressings  of  different  kinds,  as 
well  as  quiet  and  purgative  medicine  for 
a few  days. 

On  the  29th,  the  sores  having  a still 
more  chancrous  and  irritable  appearance, 
gave  him  subm.  hyd.  3j. 

30th.  Mouth  much  swelled  and  in- 
flamed. 

31st.  Spits  freely  ; sore  simply 
dressed. 

1st.  February.  Sore  cleaner.  From 
this  time  up  to  the  8th,  the  healing  pro- 
cess was  very  slow,  but  regular  : at  this 
time  the  slough  was  completely  thrown 
off,  and  the  sore  looked  healthy ; bowels 
constipated ; mouth  not  so  painful,  nor 
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was  the  discharge  of  saliva  quite  so  co- 
pious : pil.  cal.  gr.  x. 

9th.  Mouth  more  affected ; had  three 
moderate  alvine  evacuations. 

10th.  Mouth  well  affected;  chancre 
nearly  healed. 

11th.  Sore  healed.  Slight  soreness 
of  the  mouth  still  remained  till  the  1 6th. 

It  was  afterwards  learned,  that  the 
person,  with  whom  this  gentleman  co- 
habited, was  diseased  at  that  time. 

Several  other  cases  occurred  about 
this  period,  all  contracted  at  the  same 
place,  Penang , in  which  the  poison  had 
been  lurking  five,  six,  or  seven  weeks 
in  the  constitution  previous  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  disease.  These  cases, 
not  being  under  my  care,  were  treated 
in  the  common  way,  and  were  observed 
to  be  particularly  tedious  and  difficult  of 
cure. 
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H.  M.  Ship  Minden , at  Sea , 
30  th  January , 1819. 

Case  VI. — James  Sparks,  seaman, 
entered  the  sick-list,  for  the  cure  of  a 
sore  upon  the  superior  part  of  the  pre- 
puce, internally.  This,  he  said,  com- 
menced about  fifteen  days  previously,  in 
the  form  of  a small  pustule : he  con- 
tracted the  disease  at  Penang , about  six 
weeks  prior  to  the  appearance  of  the 
sore,  which  was  now  circumscribed,  in- 
dolent, and  of  a cartilaginous  structure 
at  its  edges : subm.  hyd.  gr.  xxv.  hori 
somni. 

31st.  Had  two  copious  evacuations 
in  the  night,  and  slight  uneasiness  in  the 
bowels ; gums  painful  and  evidently 
swelled : repet.  doses. 

1st  February.  Spits  freely;  no  par- 
ticular alteration  in  the  state  of  the  sore. 

2d.  Mouth  more  affected;  sore  be- 
gins to  heal  at  its  edges. 


124 


A TREATISE  ON 


3d.  Still  spits  copiously ; sore  healing 
rapidly ; has  had  no  evacuation  for  three 
days  : solut.  sulphat.  magnesia  doses. 

4th.  Bowels  open  ; sore  almost 
healed. 

5th.  Sore  healed. 

In  this  case,  there  was  slight  tender- 
ness of  the  mouth  till  the  13th. 

H.  M,  Ship  Minden , at  TrincomaU , 
8th  February , 1819. 

Case  VII. — Mr. , a gentleman, 

who  had  been  under  my  care  some 
months  back,  for  the  cure  of  a similar 
complaint,  consulted  me  about  a sore  on 
the  inner  surface  of  the  prepuce,  but 
superiorly  with  respect  to  the  glans.  At 
first  it  had  an  excoriated  appearance, 
but  the  day  following  it  became  deeper 
and  more  irritable ; circumstances  which, 
when  coupled  with  a knowledge  of  the 
female  being  diseased  with  whom  he  had 
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had  connexion,  left  no  doubt  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  complaint.  Subm.  hyd.  3j. 
hori  somni. 

9th.  Was  griped  a little  in  the  night; 
mouth  slightly  affected  ; sore  cleaner. 

10th.  Sore  healing;  mouth  continues 
slightly  affected  only.  Subm.  hyd. 
gr.  xxv. 

1 1th.  Mouth  much  more  affected  this 
morning ; sore  healed. 

This  gentleman's  mouth  was  not  en- 
tirely free  from  mercurial  taste  till  the 
17th ; and  he  performed  his  duty  all  the 
time. 

In  this  case  the  chancre  made  its 
appearance  three  days  after  connexion, 
a circumstance  which  is  favourable  to 
the  opinion  that  the  shorter  the  period  is 
of  venereal  poison  having  existed  in  the 
system,  the  more  readily,  in  general,  will 
a cure  be  effected,  and  vice  versa. 
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H.  M.  Ship  Minden,  at  Trine  ornate, 
1 &th  March , 1820. 

Case  VIII. — Mr. complained  of 

a deep  indolent  sore,  situated  on  the 
upper  and  outer  part  of  the  prepuce, 
which  made  its  appearance  about  six 
days  previously,  commencing  in  the 
form  of  a small  pustule.  The  parts  sur- 
rounding the  sore,  to  some  extent,  were 
particularly  hard  and  thickened  : he  had 
had  connexion  about  eighteen  days  be- 
fore the  chancre  made  its  appearance. 
His  bowels  were,  and  had  been  for  some 
time,  rather  constipated : solut.  sulph. 
magnesia  doses.  Statim  sumend,  et  hori 
somni ; subm.  hyd.  3j. 

16th.  Mouth  not  the  least  affected: 
repet.  doses. 

17th.  A disagreeable  taste  in  the 
mouth,  but  no  swelling  in  the  gums. 

18tli.  Mouth  slightly  sore;  chancre 
stationary. 
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19th.  Mouth  still  but  slightly  sore; 
there  is,  however,  a more  healthy  ap- 
pearance in  the  chancre  : subm.  hyd  9j. 

V 

20th.  Spits  freely ; sore  healing  round 
its  edges. 

21st.  Sore  much  lessened  in  size; 
mouth  well  affected. 

22d.  The  quantity  of  saliva,  if  any 
thing,  increased ; sore  nearly  healed. 

23d.  State  of  the  mouth  the  same ; 
sore  just  healed. 

This  gentleman  felt  a sensation  of 
tenderness  in  the  gums  till  the  29th. 

H.  M.  Ship  Minden , Plymouth  Harbour , 

22 d October  1820. 

t 

Case  IX. — John  Dixon,  seaman,  had 
a young  woman  on  board  for  a week, 
whom  he  was  induced  to  examine,  in 
consequence  of  two  sores  having  made 
their  appearance  on  the  penis;  when, 
finding  his  companion  also  affected,  he 
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thought  it  advisable  to  have  advice.  The 
sores  were  situated,  one  on  the  right 
side  of  the  glans , close  to  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra ; the  other  a little  behind 
and  under  it.  They  were  both  deep, 
small,  and  circular;  accompanied  by  a 
bubo  in  the  right  groin,  but  no  inflam- 
mation : bowels  rather  constipated : so- 
lut.  sulph.  magnesia  doses,  statim  et 
hori  somni  subm.  sumend : hyd.  3j. 

23d.  Feels  a disagreeable  taste  in  the 
mouth,  but  does  not  spit ; had  one  co- 
pious evacuation  : repet.  subm.  hyd.  At 
7 P.  M.  has  had  one  more  evacuation 
since  the  morning,  the  only  alteration : 
subm.  hyd.  gr.  xxv. 

24th.  Mouth  sore,  and  spits  a little  ; 
sores  clean  and  healthy  looking. 

25tli.  Spits  pretty  freely ; sores  evi- 
dently smaller. 

26th.  Mouth  still  more  painful;  sores 
nearly  healed. 
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27t,h.  Chancres  just  cicatrized;  bowels 
constipated  ; still  spits  : sol.  sulph.  mag. 
doses. 

28th-  Medicine  operated  several 
times  ; sores  completely  healed. 

This  patient  had  a mercurial  fetor, 
and  slight  tenderness  of  the  gums,  till  the 
5th  of  November  following. 

i 

Paris , 13 th  November  1821 

Case  X. — A gentleman  consulted 
on  account  of  a sore,  situated  behind 
the  corona  glandis , on  the  right  side  of 
the  penis , and  extending  to  the  frenum, 
which,  by  a destructive  process,  it  finally 
destroyed.  This  sore  was  the  almost 
immediate  consequence  of  an  imprudent 
proceeding,  and  had  been  increasing  in 
size  and  malignity  of  appearance  till  the 
time  of  my  seeing  it ; a space,  to  the 
best  of  the  gentleman’s  recollection,  of 
nineteen  days.  There  was  every  charac- 
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teristic  mark  of  true  venereal  chancre 
about  this  sore ; which,  added  to  the 
circumstance  of  the  subject  of  his  amour 
not  being  the  most  private  of  her  sex, 
left  but  little  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  disease.  An  attempt,  however,  was 
made  to  heal  the  sore  by  dressings, 
quiet,  and  other  means  likely  to  effect 
this  under  ordinary  circumstances,  but 
in  vain  without  mercury.  It  was  un- 
usually difficult  to  affect  this  gentleman’s 
system ; eight  scruple  doses  of  calomel 
being  necessary  to  induce  ptyalism  and 
effect  a cure.  The  sore,  in  consequence 
of  a scorbutic  diathesis  in  the  system, 
underwent  many  changes,  requiring  the 
aid  of  various  local  applications,  and  the 
occasional  exhibition  of  an  opiate : he 
was  eighteen  days  under  cure.  A short 
time  back,  this  gentleman  had  occasion 
to  put  himself  under  the  care  of  a practi- 
tioner in  London,  for  the  cure  of  a re- 
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cent  infection.  On  this  occasion  he  was 
treated  by  the  common  mode  of  admi- 
nistering mercury,  and  his  sores  were 
about  seven  weeks  in  healing,  although 
his  general  health  was  then  good. 

H.  M.  Ship  Cyrene , Plymouth  Harbour , 

Nth  April,  1823. 

Case  XI. — Richard  Dunn,  seaman, 
presented  himself  with  three  deep,  cir- 
cular, foul  sores,  under  the  prepuce  su- 
periorly ; he  said  they  commenced  about 
ten  days  previously,  in  the  form  of  small 
watery  pustules.  Hab.  subm.  hyd.  9j. 
hori  somni : sores  to  be  simply  dressed. 

28th.  Was  purged  three  times  this 
morning ; has  a disagreeable  taste  in  the 
mouth  : repet.  subm.  hyd.  At  7 P.  M. 
mouth  a little  tender,  but  no  increased 
secretion  of  saliva  : subm.  hyd.  gr.  xxv. 
tr.  opii  g*.  xv.  hori  somni. 

29th.  Spits  a little,  gums  swollen ; 
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sores  clean  and  healthy-looking ; had 
one  copious  evacuation  this  morning. 

30th.  Spits  more  copiously ; sores 
healing  rapidly. 

1st  of  May.  Has  not  had  an  evacua- 
tion for  two  days ; mouth  much  affected : 
solut.  sulphat.  magnesia  doses. 

•2d.  Sores  disappearing;  mouth  con- 
tinues well  affected  ; bowels  open. 

3d.  Sores  almost  healed;  complains 
of  sore  mouth.  Gargarisma. 

4th.  Sores  completely  cicatrized ; his 
mouth  still  pretty  sore,  a state  in  which 
it  remained  for  several  days  after. 

H.  M.  Ship  Cyrene , at  Sea, 
10 ill  June,  1822. 

Case  XII. — Mr. , two  days  ago, 

complained  of  two  small  sores  at  the 
attachment  of  the  prepuce  with  the  glam 
superiorly;  describing  them  as  having 
made  their  appearance  in  the  form  of 
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small  itching  pustules,  a few  days  pre- 
vious to  this  date.  This  gentleman  had 
for  some  time  an  obstinate  gonorrhoea ; 
but  all  the  inflammatory  symptoms  had 
ceased  long  previously  to  his  last  suspi- 
cious connexion.  An  effort,  was  made, 
by  external  applications,  to  heal  the 
sores,  but  to  no  purpose ; indeed,  the 
unfortunate  wretch,  with  whom  this 
gentleman  cohabited,  was  known  to 
boast  of  this  opportunity  of  communi- 
cating the  disease.  A scruple  of  calomel 
with  fifteen  drops  of  tincture  of  opium 
were  given  going  to  bed.  This  caused 
one  alvine  evacuation,  considerable  nau- 
sea and  irritation  at  stomach,  and  slight 
soreness  of  the  mouth.  The  dose  was 
repeated,  and  it  again  caused  retching 
and  sickness  of  stomach,  but  no  stool. 
Mouth  pretty  well  affected.  The  sores, 
dressed  with  lint  dipped  in  camphorated 
spirit,  healed  in  three  days  ; and  the 
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mouth  remained  sore  for  nine  days ; at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  was  discharged 
from  the  sick-list  in  good  health. 

H.  M.  Ship  Cyrene , at  Sea , 
14 th  June , 1822. 

i 

Case  XIII. — Mr.  complained 

of  a large  sore  on  the  dorsum  penis , 
having  all  the  characters  of  confirmed 
chancre.  This  case  was  also  traced  to 
be  the  result  of  connexion  with  the  lady 
just  spoken  of. 

Here  five  scruple  doses  were  neces- 
sary to  effect  salivation ; yet  not  more 
than  twelve  hours  had  elapsed  between 
each  dose.  The  sore  was  healed  on  the 
fourth,  and  the  patient  was  discharged 
to  duty  on  the  ninth  day  from  his  entry. 

London , 10th  July , 1823. 

Case  XIV. — During  a short  period 
of  my  service,  as  Inspecting  Surgeon  of 
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Volunteers,  on  board  his  Majesty’s  ship 
Perseus,  off  the  Tower,  John  Nicholson, 
seaman,  was  put  on  the  sick-list,  for  the 
cure  of  three  well-marked  chancres.  He 
had  just  come  from  the  shore,  where  he 
had  been  under  the  treatment  of  a medi- 
cal practitioner,  who  gave  him  mercury 
in  the  form  of  pills ; his  mouth,  how- 
ever, was  not  in  the  least  affected,  al- 
though he  had  been  taking  the  medicine 
for  nearly  three  weeks.  Two  scruple 
doses  of  calomel  were  given  to  him 
within  twenty-four  hours,  which  caused 
a very  moderate  ptyalism,  and  effected  a 
favourable  change  in  the  appearance  of 
the  sores. 

On  the  16th,  being  superseded,  I 
requested  Mr.  Waller,  the  surgeon  of  the 
ship,  to  give  the  patient  one  more 
scruple  dose  : by  this  last  dose  the  sore- 
ness of  the  mouth  was  increased,  and 
the  chancres  healed  quickly. 

k 4 
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London , 7 th  November,  1823. 

Case  XV. — An  interesting  young  fe- 
male, of  delicate  habit,  consulted  me  on 
account  of  sores  and  a running,  which 
made  their  appearance  about  three  weeks 
previously  to  the  above  date.  On  exa- 
mination, I found  on  the  left  labium  an 
indolent  looking  sore,  about  the  size  of 
a sixpence,  with  hardened  edges  and  a 
ragged  centre.  On  the  inferior  margin 
of  the  right  labium  there  was  also  a 
small  but  deeper  ulcer ; and  about 
an  inch  and  a half  within  the  vagina, 
on  either  side,  several  chancres,  in 
the  form  of  small  projecting  pustules, 
presented  themselves.  There  was  con- 
siderable ardor  urince , and  a consti- 
pated state  of  the  bowels.  A cathartic 
draught  was  administered ; the  sores 
were  dressed ; and  the  patient  was  di- 
rected to  drink  fluids,  containing  gum 
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arabic  and  a small  portion  of  nitrate  of 
potash. 

8th.  Being  freely  purged,  subm.  hyd. 
gr.  xv.  confect,  opii  gr.  viij.  hori  somni 
sumenda. 

9th.  Was  not  once  disturbed  in  the 
night ; one  scanty  alvine  evacuation  in 
the  morning,  with  nausea  ; ardor  urince 
less  painful.  Subm.  hyd.  3j.  confect, 
opii  gr..  viij.  hori  somni  sumenda. 

10th.  Mouth  tolerably  affected ; the 
right  cheek  a little  swollen ; no  purging, 

't  i 

nor  was  there  any  irritation  at  sto- 
mach ; sores  cleaner,  and  scarcely  any 
pain  in  making  water. 

1 1 tli.  State  of  the  mouth  stationary ; 
sores  more  healthy  looking : doses  ut 
ante. 

1 2th.  Mouth  more  affected ; sores 
contracting ; scarcely  any  scalding : no 
medicine. 

13th.  No  very  perceptible  alteration. 
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14th.  Sores  healing  rapidly;  mouth 
more  painful  than  hitherto. 

15th.  Sores  very  nearly  healed ; com- 
plains this  morning  of  slight  scalding  : — 
to  resume  the  drink. 

Kith.  Sores  perfectly  healed;  the 
mouth  still  a little  painful. 


London , 25 th  November , 1823. 

Case  XVI. — J.  G.  a young  man,  aged 
about  20,  put  himself  under  my  care,  for 
the  cure  of  gonorrhoea,  and  three  well- 
marked,  deep,  excavated,  discharging 
chancres,  on  the  dorsum  penis.  Eighteen 
grains  of  calomel  with  six  grains  of  opiate 
confection  were  made  into  three  pills, 
and  taken  going  to  bed.  Barley  water, 
with  supertartrate  of  potash,  and  a little 
gum  arabic,  were  directed  for  common 
drink ; and  the  sores  were  dressed  with 
digestive  ointment. 
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26th.  No  unusual  sensation  in  the 
mouth ; less  ardor  urince : a scruple  of 
calomel  with  six  grains  of  opiate  confec- 
tion : — to  continue  the  drink. 

27th.  Mouth  sore ; discharge  and 
pain  in  making  water  much  diminished  : 
— to  continue  the  drink  only. 

28th.  Mouth  much  more  affected ; 
gonorrhoea  greatly  better ; bowels  re- 
laxed ; no  discharge  from  the  sores, 
which  in  other  respects  are  unaltered  in 
appearance. 

29th.  Mouth  continues  well  affected; 
sores  cleaner;  complains  of  purging,  a 

state  which  appears  attributable  to  cold 

$ 

from  wet  feet : — a drachm  of  tincture  of 
opium  to  be  added  to  a pint  of  the  drink. 

30th.  Sores  healing ; bowels  regular; 
mouth  still  affected. 

1st  December.  Sores  more  superfi- 
cial, red,  and  healthy  ; mouth  still 
tender. 
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2d.  No  particular  alteration  in  the 
symptoms ; the  sores  to  be  dressed  with 
mercurial  ointment*. 

3d.  Sores  cleaner ; mouth  still  sore 
and  painful. 

4th.  Sores  filling  up  ; no  other  alter- 
ation. 

5th.  Two  of  the  sores  healed,  the 
other  healing  rapidly.  There  is  still, 
however,  a little  heat  and  pain  in  making 
water.  The  drink  and  mercurial  dress- 
ings to  be  continued. 

6th.  The  sore  healing  up  slowly  in 
the  centre ; pain  in  making  water  much 
lessened  ; discharge  still  continues. 

7th.  The  sore  now  contracts  rapidly. 

8th.  Sore  healed ; the  mouth  is  still 
affected ; and  the  discharge  and  pain  in 

* It  was  now  supposed  that  a large  dose  of  calo- 
mel would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  cure  the  patient ; 
so  mercurial  dressings  were  applied,  for  the  double 
purpose  of  acting  locally,  and  at  the  same  time  keep- 
ing up  the  constitutional  effects  of  the  medicine. 
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making  water  are  of  but  little  inconve- 
nience. 


London,  19 Ih  December  1823. 

Case  XVII. — A gentleman  consulted 
me,  some  days  back,  on  account  of  a 
sore,  partly  upon  the  left  side  of  the 
corona  glandis  and  partly  on  the  adjoin- 
ing prepuce.  There  was  a thick  tena- 
cious discharge  from  it ; but  not  being 
very  deep,  I applied  caustic,  and  ac- 
quiesced in  a wish  to  take  the  decoction 
of  sarsaparilla.  In  spite  of  these  mea- 
sures, however,  a second  sore  broke  out 
on  the  superior  part  of  the  glans,  under 
the  prepuce ; the  original  sore  became 
deeper,  and  its  surrounding  edges  had  a 
shining  aspect,  and  a hard  cartilaginous 
feel.  I did  not  now  consider  it  proper 
any  longer  to  withhold  the  use  of  mer- 
cury ; I therefore  gave  him  a scruple  of 
calomel  with  eight  grains  of  opiate  con- 
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lection,  going  to  bed  : in  the  middle  of 
the  night  he  was  sick  at  stomach,  and 
had  afterwards  three  alvine  evacuations. 

20th.  Feels  a disagreeable  taste  in 
the  mouth  ; the  sore  decidedly  cleaner  : 
eighteen  more  grains  of  calomel  and 
eight  grains  of  opiate  confection,  going 
to  bed. 

21st.  Had  slight  sickness  of  stomach 
again,  and  was  purged  twice ; mouth 
affected ; sore  healing.  Twelve  grains 
of  calomel  with  a grain  of  powdered 
opiate,  going  to  bed. 

2 2d.  No  gastric  or  intestinal  irrita- 
tion in  the  night ; the  mouth  a good  deal 
affected;  the  smaller  sore  healed,  and 
the  other  healing  rapidly. 

23d.  Sore  healed. 

This  gentleman’s  mouth  was  still 
tender  on  the  30th.  He  informed  me 
that  he  had  often  taken  mercury  on  for- 
mer occasions,  but  without  being  able  to 
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affect  the  salivary  glands  ; and  that  this 
peculiarity  of  constitution  appeared  to 
be  an  hereditary  one  in  the  family. 


Knowing  how  very  common  the  ve- 
nereal disease  is  on  board  ships  of  war, 
when  fitting  out  in  harbour,  I begged 
Mr.  Bowen,  the  senior  assistant  surgeon 
of  his  Majesty’s  ship  Isis,  to  try  the 
effects  of  large  doses  of  the  submuriate 
of  mercury,  in  such  cases  as  might  oc- 
cur to  him,  during  the  time  of  his  being 
principal  medical  officer  on  board  that 
ship.  Mr.  Bowen  was  kind  enough  to 
favour  me  with  the  four  following  cases, 
which  I shall  give  in  that  gentleman’s 
own  words. 

Case  XVIII. — “ John  Burton  was 

* 

the  first : he  came  to  me  on  the  24t,h  of 


144 


A TREATISE  ON 


August,  with  a foul  sore  on  the  dorsum 
penis : I gave  him  subm.  hyd.  9j.  (in  the 
morning);  this  purged  him  twice  or  thrice 
smartly. 

“ 26th.  His  mouth  was  affected;  the 
sore  looking  nothing  better. 

“ On  the  3 1st,  the  sore  improving  in 
appearance,  gave  him  at  night  subm. 
hyd.  9j.  opiigr.  jfs.  mixed.  This  dose 
only  opened  his  bowels  once. 

t£  8th  of  September.  Sore  healing, 
assisted  by  caustic ; his  mouth  getting 
nearly  well,  the  calomel  and  opium  were 
repeated : the  sore  after  this  quickly 
healed.  He  was  discharged  to  duty  on 
the  16th.” 

Case  XIX. — “ Samuel  Filby  came 
also  on  the  24th  August,  with  an  ulcer 
on  the  corona  gla?idis,  having  hardened 
edges,  a deep  and  irregular  surface,  of  a 
whitish  appearance.  He  took,  in  the 
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morning,  a scruple  of  calomel,  and  was 
moved  three  times. 

4 4 On  the  evening  of  the  25th,  said 
his  mouth  was  sore. 

44  On  the  27th,  ulcer  looking  much 
cleaner,  and  assuming  a disposition  to 
heal : the  gums  much  affected. 

44  2d  September.  The  effect  of  the 
former  dose  was  wearing  off ; it  was  there- 
fore repeated,  with  the  addition  of  gr.  jfs. 
of  opium  : this  dose  purged  him  only 
once  ; it  increased  the  ptyalism. 

44  7th.  Sore  healed. 

44  9th,  Discharged  to  duty.” 

Case  XX. — 44  William  Badge  pre- 
sented himself,  on  the  29th  of  August, 
with  a large  sore  upon  the  prepuce,  which 
was  very  much  swollen  and  inflamed,  so 
much  so  indeed  as  to  prevent  its  being 
drawn  back.  A scruple  of  submuriate 
was  given  him,  and  a poultice  was  ap- 
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plied  to  the  part  : the  dose  of  calomel 
purged  him,  which  tended  much,  1 
thought,  to  reduce  the  swelling. 

“ 1st  September.  Mouth  sore;  the 
prepuce  much  reduced;  and  the  ulcer, 
which  at  first  was  very  foul,  had  by  this 
time  improved.  This  patient  had  occa- 
sion to  take  two  more  doses,  combined 
with  opium,  before  he  was  well. 

“ On  the  1st  of  October  he  was  dis- 
charged to  duty.” 

Case  XXI. — “ William  Rose  had  a 
small  chancre,  of  the  Hunterian  charac- 
ter, near  the  frenum ; and,  on  31st  of 
August,  took  calomel  9j.  opii  gr.  jfs. 
This  single  dose  produced  copious  ptya- 
lism,  which  continued  a month.  The 
chancre  healed  in  a fortnight,  and  he 
was  discharged  to  duty  on  the  1st  of 
October  *. 

* The  dates  of  discharge,  in  the  four  last  cases, 
show  the  periods  at  which  the  mercury  had  ceased  to 
act,  and  not  that  at  which  the  cure  was  effected. 
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“ Some  more  men  were  under  my 
care ; but  not  having  been  cured  when  I 
ceased  to  have  charge  of  them,  and  the 
plan  of  treatment  being  then  altered,  1 
have  not  recorded  them.  Others  were 
treated  by  me  with  caustic  alone ; the 
sores  not  having  so  much  of  the  true 
venereal  character  about  them  as  those 
of  the  patients  to  whom  calomel  was 
given/’ 

4 

Being  aware  that  Mr.  Cunningham, 
of  the  navy,  whose  name  1 have  men- 
tioned before,  was  in  the  habit  of  treat- 
ing syphilis  by  administering  large  doses 
of  calomel,  I addressed  a letter  to  that 
gentleman  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Cunning- 
ham, in  reply,  expresses  himself  thus  : 
“ Though  I have  many  conclusive  cases 
recorded,  I do  not  consider  that  I can 
furnish  you  with  any  more  appropriate 
than  a few  I gave  Dr.  Johnson,  when 
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at  Portsmouth,  I believe,  in  1817, 
which  were  inserted  in  his  Monthly 
Journal,  to  which  1 refer  you ; but  the 
number  or  date  I do  not  recollect.  The 
amount  of  my  experience,  from  nume- 
rous trials,  in  all  seasons,  at  home  and 
abroad,  warrants  me  to  aver,  that  there 
is  not  a speedier,  or,  in  aggravated  cases, 
a safer  and  more  certain  means  of  cure, 
than  the  exhibition  of  scruple  doses  of 
the  submuriate  of  mercury,  for  the  final 
eradication  of  the  true  syphilitic  poison.” 

I consider  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Cun- 
ningham valuable  in  two  points  of  view; 
first,  because  it  is  the  result  of  much 
experience ; and,  next,  because  it  tends 
to  do  away  the  imputation  of  an  anxiety 
to  establish  self- created  doctrines,  or 
visionary  hypotheses,  not  sufficiently  at- 
tested by  facts.  And  the  following  im- 
portant communication  from  a friend, 
whose  extensive  opportunities  and  the 
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proper  application  of  them  are  coeval, 
greatly  strengthens  the  doctrines  which 
have  been  advanced. 

“ 8,  Castle  Street , Falcon  Square , 
January , 1824. 

“ MY  DEAR  BOYLE, 

“ I ought  to  apologize  for  having 
so  long  delayed  to  notice  your  interest- 
ing inquiries ; which,  1 assure  you,  has 
not  proceeded  from  inattention  or  want 
of  inclination.  On  the  subject  of  mer- 
cury, I wish  I had  more  time  to  express 
my  sentiments ; but,  as  you  only  ask  for 
a brief  sketch  of  the  effects  which  I have 
found  to  result  generally  from  the  em- 
ployment of  this  medicine,  I will  comply 
with  your  request  as  briefly  as  possible. 

“ During  the  last  seventeen  years, 
the  venereal  disease,  on  a tolerably  ex- 
tensive scale,  has  fallen  under  my  ob- 
servation, in,  I may  say,  every  part  of 
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the  world.  I have  treated  it  with  and 
without  mercury,  and  in  both  ways  suc- 
ceeded perfectly,  though  not  invariably. 
I remember  a case  of  chancre  that  came 
under  my  care  in  the  Mediterranean, 
about  ten  years  ago,  which  I attempted 
to  cure  without  mercury,  and  for  some 
time  things  went  on  very  well ; the  sore 
was  nearly  healed,  and  some  of  the  in- 
guinal glands,  which  at  one  time  threat- 
ened to  suppurate,  had  got  quite  well ; 
when  all  at  once,  at  least  within  twelve 
hours,  the  sore  assumed  a sloughy  ap- 
pearance, and  in  twenty-four  hours  more, 
the  most  malignant  ulcer,  emphatically 
termed  black  lion , became  fully  establish- 
ed, without  any  apparent  deterioration 
of  the  patient’s  general  health.  Various 
powerful  measures  were  employed  to 
arrest  the  rapid  progress  of  this  frightful 
intruder,  but  in  vain.  At  the  end  of 
four  days,  the  ulcer  had  extended  so 
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widely  and  deeply  as  to  induce  serious 
apprehension  for  the  safety  of  the  glans 
penis,  behind  which  the  chancre  first 
made  its  appearance.  I did  not  think  I 
should  be  justified  to  carry  the  experi- 
ment further ; therefore,  I sprinkled  the 
ulcer  with  calomel,  applied  a bit  of  dry 
lint,  and  directed  a carrot  poultice  to  be 
put  on  every  three  hours.  Half  a drachm 
of  calomel  was  given  in  a little  brown 
sugar ; and  two  drachms  of  strong  mer- 
curial ointment  ordered  to  be  rubbed 
into  both  the  thighs.  This  process  oc- 
cupied the  greater  part  of  the  day ; but 
it  was  performed  faithfully.  In  the  even- 
ing the  ulcer  looked  truly  frightful ; — 
two  scruples  of  calomel  were  given,  and 
another  drachm  of  the  ointment  to  be 
rubbed-in  : the  ulcer  was  dressed  as 

before. 

44  The  next  morning  matters  wore  a 
better  aspect ; the  patient  had  fallen 
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asleep  rubbing-in  the  ointment,  and  did 
not  wake  till  daylight.  He  was  sensible 
of  a slight  brassy  taste  in  his  mouth  ; his 
bowels  had  been  moved  once  only ; and 
he  had  voided  an  unusually  large  quan- 
tity of  urine.  The  ravages  of  the  black 
lion  were  then  at  an  end  ; the  inflamma- 
tion of  the  penis  took  on  the  erysipe- 
latous character,  in  a slight  degree,  and 
did  not  entirely  subside  for  several  days; 
but  the  sloughs  separated  easily,  and 
the  ulcer  healed  in  a reasonable  time. 
In  this  case,  I remember  very  distinctly, 
that  so  far  from  the  large  doses  of  calo- 
mel exciting  violent  purging,  they  only 
produced  one  motion ; their  action  was 
decidedly  and  directly  sedative ; and  it 
afterwards  required  brisk  purgatives  to 
restore  the  intestines  to  their  healthy 
action. 

“ Another  case,  very  similar  to  the 
foregoing,  occurred  to  me  at  Calcutta, 
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in  the  year  1817.  In  this,  the  attempt  to 
cure  without  mercury  was  carried  some- 
what further ; but  I have  made  up  my 
mind  never  again  to  try  the  experiment ; 

J was  obliged  to  give  the  patient  five 
scruples  of  calomel  in  twenty- seven 
hours.  Mercurial  friction  was  tried  ; but 
copious  perspiration  rendered  the  opera- 
tion exceedingly  disagreeable,  and  com- 
paratively inefficacious.  On  the  subject 
of  the  venereal  disease,  I can  express 
my  opinion  in  a few  words.  I have  no 
hesitation  in  asserting,  that  there  are 
many  cases  of  true  chancre  which  can  be 
cured  without  mercury ; I have  met  se- 
veral constitutions  that  could  not  bear  it 
in  any  form ; but,  in  a very  large  ma- 
jority of  instances,  I am  quite  satisfied 
that  scruple  doses  of  calomel  will  cure 
the  disease  in  far  less  time,  and  with 
far  less  inconvenience  to  the  patient, 
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than  any  other  remedy  with  which  we 
are  at  present  acquainted. 

44  I will  only  remark  further,  that  in 
dysentery  and  the  fevers  peculiar  to  hot 
countries,  I have  administered  calomel 
to  my  patients,  and  taken  it  myself,  to 
an  extent,  that,  in  this  country,  would 
be  pronounced  4 unjustifiable  temerity;’ 
but  to  the  results  of  this  plan  of  treat- 
ment, modified  of  course  according  to 
circumstances,  I can  look  back  with  a 
degree  of  satisfaction,  which  it  would 
not  be  easy  to  express. 

46  I remain,  my  dear  Boyle, 

With  best  wishes, 
Faithfully  yours, 


Thomas  Reid.’' 
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CONCLUSIONS. 

The  foregoing  cases  I have  consider- 
ed sufficiently  numerous  to  advocate  a 
practice  which  I have  reason  to  hope, 
after  fair  and  repeated  trials,  will  be 
found  to  possess  advantages  over  the 
means  hitherto  employed  for  the  treat- 
ment and  cure  of  syphilis : whether 

viewed  as  an  improved  mode  of  exhibit- 
ing mercury,  or  as  a more  safe  and 
simple  measure  whereby  to  avoid  the 
evils  which  have  been  but  too  frequently 
observed  to  result  from  the  non-mercurial 
principle.  It  will,  however,  I hope,  be 
recollected,  that  I hold  the  simplicity 
and  advantages  of  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment available  only  in  the  hands  of  the 
profession ; that  much  depends  upon  the 
periods  at  which  the  medicine  is  given ; 
also,  its  particular  and  anomalous  effects 
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on  certain  constitutions : that,  in  our 
anxiety  to  avoid  violent  or  unnecessary 
salivation,  we  must  take  care  not  to 
allow  the  effect  of  what  has  been  given 
to  entirely  subside,  until  by  one  or  more 
doses  the  permanent  and  curative  opera- 
tion of  the  mercury  shall  have  been  fully 
established ; that  I hold  opium  as  a 
critical  assistant,  rather  to  prevent  some 
of  the  effects  of  mercury,  than  as  an 
auxiliary  to  the  antivenereal  qualities  of 
that  medicine.  I say  a critical  assistant , 
because  it  is  frequently  a nice  point  to 
judge  sufficiently  of  the  quantity  capable 
of  allaying  gastric  irritation,  without  at 
the  same  time  acting  as  a powerful  se- 
dative ; and  consequently  frustrating  the 
grand  object  of  quickly  conveying  the 
mercury  into  the  system. 

During  six  years,  that  I have  now 
been  in  the  habit  of  curing  the  venereal 
by  this  inode  of  treatment,  I have  not 


THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 


1 r?  M 

Id/ 

known  one  case  of  secondary  symptoms; 
and  I have  had  opportunities  of  person- 
ally witnessing,  or  hearing  from  good 
authority,  the  resplt  of  almost  all  the 
patients  who  have  been  under  my  care. 
It  may  also  be  added,  that  I have  inva- 
riably observed  the  greatest  caution  in 
satisfying  myself  that  the  complaint  was 
of  a truly  venereal  character  previously 
to  the  employment  of  mercury.  And  to 
avoid  error,  or  what  would  be  equally 
injurious,  (by  preventing  the  establishing 
of  the  practice)  an  imputation  of  error, 
1 deemed  it  prudent  to  submit  each  case 
to  the  judgment  of  some  other  medical 
gentlemen. 

In  arranging  this  little  work  it  was 
my  intention,  towards  the  conclusion,  to 
have  enumerated  a great  many  cases 
which  had  the  appearance  of  being  vene- 
real, but  which,  from  their  history  and 
other  collateral  circumstances,  I judged 
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to  be  of  a different  nature,  and  treated 
them  with  success  accordingly.  On  rna- 
turer  reflection,  however,  I have  con- 
sidered the  publication  of  these  cases 
somewhat  foreign  to  the  nature  of  the 
work ; and  in  some  degree  unnecessary, 
so  much  having  been  lately  written  upon 
the  subject  by  gentlemen  of  first-rate 
talents  and  opportunities.  It  may,  be 
observed  by  the  way,  that  of  the  vast 
number  of  sores  which  occur  upon  the 
genitals,  but  very  few  indeed  are  vene- 
real; and  that  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween those  resembling,  and  those  in 
reality  syphilitic,  is  but  too  often  inde- 
terminate. But  I hold  it  as  a general 
rule , that  attentive  inquiry  will  almost 
always  enable  us  to  decide  correctly.  In 
such  an  inquiry,  the  great  importance  of 
truth  should  be  forcibly  pointed  out  to 
the  patient ; when,  if  he  be  a man  of 
sense,  there  will  rarely  be  a doubt  on  the 
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mode  of  procedure ; but  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, no  confidence  can  be  reposed  in 
the  statement  of  tiie  patient,  and  that 
the  case  remains  doubtful,  the  decision 
in  favour  of  mercury,  if  even  wrong,  will 
be  a minor  mistake  ; compared  to  that  of 
treating  a venereal  chancre  for  a common 
sore. 

I have  endeavoured  to  show,  in  the 
introductory  part  of  this  Treatise,  the 
great  advantage  of  attacking  and  remov- 
ing the  symptoms  of  the  venereal  disease 
at  as  early  a period  as  possible ; not 
only  because  the  sufferings  of  the  patient 
are  materially  lessened  during  the  cure, 
but  because,  also,  no  evil  consequences 

need  be  apprehended  from  the  treatment 

$ 

employed,  or  the  disease  so  treated. 
The  mercurial  course  being  of  such  short 
continuance,  there  is  no  chance  of  mer- 
curial disease ; whilst  the  duration  of  the 
venereal  poison  in  the  system  does  not 
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afford  sufficient  time  to  effect  those 
dreadful  ravages  upon  the  constitution, 
through  the  medium  of  the  periosteum 
and  bones,  which  we  have  so  often  ob- 
served ; sometimes  destroying  those  of 
the  nose  and  palate,  and  rendering  for 
life,  after,  the  unfortunate  sufferer  a dis- 
gusting spectacle  of  derision,  and  of  bad 
or  neglectful  treatment. 

I have  asserted  that  the  earlier  the 
symptoms  are  attacked  the  more  easily 
do  they  admit  of  control  and  cure,  and 
vice  versa , And  if  any  thing  further  than 
analogy  were  wanted  in  testimony  of  this 
fact,  some  of  the  cases,  which  I have 
given  an  account  of,  would  be  sufficiently 
conclusive. 

I feel  confident  in  the  assertion,  that 
if  by  one  dose  of  mercury  the  mouth  in 
one  night  were  affected,  and  the  vene- 
real symptoms,  for  which  that  dose  was 
given,  disappeared  immediately  after,  the 
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state  of  the  salivary  glands  indicating  a 
continuation  of  mercurial  action  for  four 
or  five  days,  the  case  might  safely  be 
pronounced  one  most  effectually  cured. 

I have  endeavoured  to  prove,  by  ar- 
gument and  experiment,  the  folly  of  an 
idea  that  large  doses  of  calomel  were  at- 
tended with  danger  ; and  I think  it  will 
appear,  by  the  Cases,  that  I have  given 
practical  testimony  of  the  absurdity  of 
this  opinion. 

One  fact  relative  to  the  effects  of 
large  doses  of  the  submuriate  of  mercury 
remains  yet  to  be  explained ; which 
properly  would  come  under  the  head  of 
Observations  on  the  Operation  of  Mer- 
cury, had  not  the  fact,  which  I am 
about  to  speak  of,  been  equally  observed 
in  practice  as  in  experiment. 

When  sickness  and  vomiting  take 
place  from  large  doses  of  calomel,  which 
will  sometimes  happen  from  an  extremely 
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delicate  stomach ; and  the  patient  being 
bilious,  purging  will  almost  always  fol- 
low; and  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  so 
much  of  the  submuriate  only  remaining 
as  will  be  sufficient  to  excite  contraction 
in  the  stomach,  and  the  peristaltic  action 
of  the  intestines ; the  natural  result  of 
exhibiting  that  medicine  in  ordinary  or 
medium  doses.  When  this  is  the  case, 
the  quantity  of  calomel  should  be  dimi- 
nished, and  that  of  opium  increased,  if 
any  had  been  previously  given.  But  this 
last  medicine  should  never,  in  my  opi- 
nion, be  administered  to  a greater  extent 
for  the  purpose  of  restraining  the  purga- 
tive effects  of  the  mercury,  than  from 
half  a grain  to  a grain  and  a half. 

It  may  be  expected,  that,  in  closing 
my  remarks  upon  the  subject  of  the  ve- 
nereal disease,  some  rules  should  be  laid 
down  on  regimen.  Here,  from  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  treatment, 
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which  I shall  proceed  to  explain,  I shall 
not  have  much  to  offer  that  will  either 
trespass  upon  the  recollection  of  the 
practitioner,  or  the  forbearance  of  the 
patient. 

Loss  of  appetite  being  the  immediate 
consequence  of  mercury,  when  it  affects 
the  system ; and  this,  of  course,  being 
the  more  direct  result  of  large  doses,  in 
the  form  recommended  ; but  little  re- 
mains to  be  said  on  the  subject  of  parti- 
cular diet,  its  quantity,  or  mode  of  pre- 
paration. It  is  fortunate  that  this  is  the 
case,  for  nothing  could  be  more  distress- 
ing than  to  have  a good  appetite,  and 
wherewith  to  gratify  it,  without  being 
able  to  perform  the  common  processes 
of  mastication  and  deglutition  from  sore- 
ness of  the  mouth.  Again,  low  living  is 
favourable  to  the  action  of  mercury  ; so, 
when  from  loss  of  appetite,  the  patient 
ceases  to  think  of  sumptuous  fare,  a 
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double  purpose  is  gained,  without  even 
the  appearance  of  restraint.  Arrow  root, 
sago,  tapioca,  jellies,  soups,  broths,  or 
spoon  diet  of  any  kind,  will,  on  the 
whole,  constitute  the  most  advisable 
food  during  a mercurial  course.  Indeed, 
these  are  the  dishes  which  will  generally 
be  most  grateful  to  the  palate  after  one 
or  more  large  doses  of  calomel.  After 
the  cure,  a constipated  state  for  some 
days  may  be  commonly  expected.  This 
should  be  remedied ; but  in  other  re- 
spects the  patient  may  be  allowed  to 
consider  for  himself : and  in  ninety-nine 
cases  out  of  a hundred,  he  will  in  a few 
days,  from  the  time  of  leaving  off  the 
large  doses,  feel  and  look  in  every  re- 
spect better  than  previously  to  his  in- 
disposition. 

If  it  were  not  for  the  importance  of 
the  observation,  it  would  be  unnecessary 
to  recapitulate,  that,  in  all  cases  where 
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mercury  is  exhibited  with  the  intention 
of  producing  visible  effects  upon  the 
constitution,  much  more  will  depend 
upon  the  state  of  the  patient  at  the  time 
of  giving  the  medicine  than  on  a pecu- 
liarity of  constitution,  to  which  either 
the  usual  or  anomalous  effects  of  mer- 
cury are  in  general  ascribed : and  that 
the  circumstances  which  are  unfavour- 
able to  the  action  of  mercury,  consist 
chiefly  in  the  patient’s  living  freely,  and 
taking  much  exercise  in  the  open  air; 
whilst,  on  the  contrary,  quiet,  warm 
clothing,  low  living,  and  even  confine- 
ment to  bed,  under  particular  circum- 
stances, will  be  found  the  grand  desi- 
derata when  expedition  is  an  object. 

These  latter  observations  are  offered 
as  a provision  against  difficulties  in 
establishing  the  action  of  mercury  in 
certain  cases ; for  it  may  be  observed, 
that  very  little  restraint  or  precaution  is 
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in  general  necessary  to  the  successful 
operation  of  large  doses  of  the  submu- 
riate of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  the  vene- 
real disease. 


I reserve  for  a future  occasion,  the 
treatment  of  secondary  symptoms,  and 
those  which  arise  from  the  abuse  of 
mercury. 


THE  END. 


S.  Go»nell,  Printer,  Little  Queen  Street,  London. 
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